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On Affliction. 


KNOW not whether it is 

that your correspondents en- 
joy a greater share of prosperity 
than the generality of mankind, 
or that they are, at least, more 
than commonly exempt from the 
storms and trials of life : to what- 
ever cause the phenomenon may 
be attributed, certain it is, that 
the subject of Affliction has but 
seldom ocvupied a place in your 
truly valuable work. Traces, 
indeed, of that trouble to which 
man is born “as the sparks fly 
upward,” frequently appear in 
every one of your volumes. Your 
obituary has often recorded the 
breaches which death has made 
in every class of the communi- 
ly, and occasionally testified the 
excellencies of deceased Chris- 
lians, and the sorrows of survi- 
vors over departed worth ; but 
rarely has the mourner been di- 
rected to Uhose sources of instruc- 
ion and cousolation which reli- 
$0n so abundantly affords. I 
cannot, he wever, but think, that 
many of your readers, who, dur- 


ng the course of your most use- | 
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ful labors, may have tasted of 
the cup of affliction, must have 
wished that your pages had more 
frequently adverted to that pain- 
ful but interesting subject. AL 
low me, therefore, to suggest a 
few hints upon it ; which, as they 
will be the result of some degree 
of experimental knowledge, may, 
perhaps, on that accouut, be not 
altogether unworthy of atten- 
tion. If they should appear to 
be more immediately applicable 
to the sorrow occasioned by the 
loss of friends,they will be scarce- 
ly less soto any other descrip- 
tion of trouble. 

Affliction, like death, com- 
monly meets us unexpectedly. 
We talk, indeed, of our liability 
to calamities of every kind, like 
mariners in fair weather, of the 
possibility of storms and ship- 
wreck ; but, like them, we scarce- 
ly believe that these evils will 
actually overtake ourselves, 
though we are perpetually hear- 
ing of them with respect to oth- 
ers, and perhaps witnessing the 
scattered fragments of their hap- 
piness around us. Rarely does 
any ove, in this point, derive 
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wisdom or caution from the ex- 
ample of others. We common- 
ly think, like the secure and 
short-sighted Psalmist, that our 
mountain is too strong to be 
moved, our happiness too well 
fuunded, and too watchfully 
guarded, to be easily shaken or 
destroyed, till an arrow is sud- 
denly discharged from a quarter, 
perhaps, where we deemed our- 
selves most free from alarm, by 
which we are wounded and fall. 
There are, doublless, some 
Christians who are so habitually 
sober and vizilant, that afflic- 
tions, when they arrive, do not 
thus take them by surprise ; but 
few, I believe, ever become so 
but by discipline ; by means of 
trouble which has, at some peri- 
od of their lives, assailed them 
unawares. Before the instruc- 


tion thus received by Adversity, 
we, for the most part, listen to 
the flattering tale of Hope, that 


sorrow shall vever deeply shade 
our brow ; that joy shall ever be 
ours. But we are, at length, 
painfully undeceived ; and our 
surprise and alarm are propor- 
tioned to our previous peace and 
security. How frequently have 
the fairest prospects been thus 
unexpectedly obscured, the 
brightest hopes disappointed, the 
apparently firmest basis of hu- 
man happiness destroyed ! Ca- 
lamsities, the bare idea of which, 
when occasionally presented, in 
the midst of present freedom 
even from the prospect of their 
approach, by that busy imagina- 
tion which delights ia picturing 
scenes of fancied sorrow as well 
as joy, has made us shrink with 
apprchension-—have suddenly 
been realized, and left the 
mournful subject of them dis- 


On Affliction. 





[Arnu, 


mayed and overwhelmed by the 
unexpected pressure. Certainly 
no one ought to be thus unpre- 
pared for affliction, nor thus as- 
tonished at ils arrival ; and when 
we are 50, it is, doubtless, a proof 
that we have forgotten our con- 
dition, our deserts, and our ne- 
cessilies as guilly, corrupt, and 
dying creatures. I shall not, 
however, stay to point out that 
which the observation and ex- 
perience of every day may teach 
us—our various and perpetual 
liability to affliclion—or to ex- 
postulate with Unose who are 
guilty of the folly and inconais- 
tency of forgetting it. But sup- 
pose that the trial, which of ail 
others we have, perhaps, most 
dreaded, has actually overtaken 
us; that “ the thing,” which, 
like Job, we “ greatly feared,” 
has come upon us. Thus visit- 
ed, then, by affliction, how shall 
we regard it; whither shall we 
look for relief; how shall we 
conduct ourselves under it? Not 
to feel the chastising hand of 
God, and that deeply, in propor- 
lion to ihe weight of the blow 
which is inficted, would argue a 
degree of stoical indifference 
wholly inconsistent with the 
Christian character, and subver- 
sive of the very cesign with 
which affliction is sent. Let 
those who are disposed either to 
think lightly of trouble when at 
a distance, or to brave it wheu 
aclualiy arrived, listen to the 
following striking admonition of 
a late eminent prelate of our 
Church, and learn from it a bet- 
ter wisdom than his own. ‘ Say 
not,” says this energetic write, 
“that affliction is not an evil: 
say that itis to he borne with 
humility, asthe ;unishment ct 
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sin; tobe endured with fortitude, 
as the instrument of good ; to be 
accepted vith thankfulness, as 
the discipline of God, whereby 
he trains his sons to virtue, and 
fits the virtuous for glory : but 
confess that it is that which the 
most perfect natures do the most 
abhor ; that which. it is the wis- 
dom of man, with due submis- 
sion to the dispensations of Prov- 
idence, to shun.” 

This epitome of the views 
vith which affliction ought to be 
regarded, is obviously derived 
from that remarkable passage in 
the twelfth chapter of the epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, the substance 
of which is comprised in the two 
following verses :—“ My son, 
despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him. For whom 
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth.—Now no chasten- 
ing for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: neverthe- 
less, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness, 
unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” To point out some 
of the more eminent and valua- 
ble of these fruits of sanctified 
affliction is my principal design 
in addressing you. Isay of sanc- 
tified affliction, for it is of the 
ulmost importance to observe, 
that to this alone do the prece- 
ding and all other similar decla- 
rations of Scripture refer. Af- 
- fliction does not in itself possess 
any power to produce such salu- 
tary effects. Jt is, like every 
thing else, merely an instrument 
inthe hands of God, which is 


_* Bishop Horsley’s Sermons, vol. 
i. p, 148, 





frequently used for the sole pur- 
pose of punishinent, and is some- 
times the occasion of aggravated 
guilt and misery. It is with di- 
vine as with human chastise- 
ment, that the disposition of the 
subject renders it either benefi- 
cial or otherwise ; with this im- 
portant difference, that as to the 
former, it is owing to the special 
influence of him who inflicts it, 
that the disposition to profit by 
the correcting dispensation is 
produced. Without this, chas- 
tisement would be received by 
all, as it is by the wicked and 
impenitent, with the sullenness 
and obstinacy of a froward slave, 
under the lash of an incensed 
master; but with this peculiar 
blessing, it is submitted to with 
the meek and ingenuous feelings 
of a dutiful though offending 
child towards a displeased yet 
revered parent. It isto children, 
therefore, whether when first 
partakers of the filial spirit, or 
visited as having already receiv- 
ed it, that affliction is sanctified, 
and rendered ultimately benefi- 
cial. Having premised thus 
much, I would now proceed to 
observe, in the first place, 

1. That affliction thus under 
the sanctifying direction of the 
Father of mercies, is produc- 
tive of the most important bene- 
fit, by the views which it is the 
means of exciting concerning sin. 
Trouble of any kind is common- 
ly associated in the human mind 
with some idea of misconduct. 
“ We are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother,” was the united 
feeling of Joseph’s brethren, 


when first imprisoned by the un- 


known governor of Egypt; 
“ therefore is this distress come 
upon us.” And even with the 
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children of God, the first impres- 
sion of calamity is generally con- 
nected wilh the conviction of 
sin, and the desert of punish- 
ment. Who that has been af- 
flicted does not recollect the 
force with which this painful 
feeling pressed upon bis mind, 
and the almost involuntary emo- 
tion with which he uttered the 
confession of the Royal Peni- 
tent, “I have sinned against the 
Lord.” There is in this some- 
thing far more than a mere gen- 
eral conviction of guilt as a sin- 
ful and corrupt creature, some- 
thing special and particular in 
the recollections to which this 
impression gives rise. In the 
case either of the careless nomi- 
nal Christian, or of the back- 
slider, the voice of God is as it 
were heard, in awakening af- 
flictions, addressing him in the 
words of the Psalmist, * These 
things,” of which thy conscience 
is the accusing witness, “ hast 
thou done, and I kept silence,” 
for a time, ‘‘ and thou thought- 
est,” or wert beginning to think, 
“that I was altogether such an 
an one as thyself,” regardless of 
evil, and unwilling to punish it ; 
“but I will reprove thee” by 
this calamity, “ and set them in 
order before thee,” in somewhat 
of that convincing and alarming 
light, in which they have ever 
been in the sight of mry counte- 
nance. Many examples of this 
kind occur in Scripture, to which 
those who are ‘conversant with 
it will readily recur, and few, 
perhaps, willbe ata loss for in- 
stances of a more personal na- 
ture. In some cases, both pub- 
lic and private, there is so mark- 
ed a correspondence between the 
sin and its visitation by afflic- 
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lion, that the eye of the mind, 
purged of its temporary blind. 
ness by the heavenly Physician, 
cannot fail, however painfully, 
to perceive it, and the lips, thus 
opeued to confession, to exclaim 
with David, “ Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, and just are thy 
judgments !” It is true, that in 
the progress of the real Chris. 
tian’s views and feelings in af. 
fliction, this sad association of 
guilt and punishment will be 
gradually softened, and succeed. 
ed by more cheering and, in 
some cases, by more just appre- 
hensions concerning the Divine 
proceedings. But the effect of 
affliction will still be a deeper 
conviction both of the evil of sin 
in general, andof his own partic. 
ular transgressions. He will, 
indeed, if he be a true believer 
in Christ, feel most keenly the 
ingratitude and baseness of sin; 
but he will also feel, with a 
force to which he was before a 
stranger, its folly and maligni- 
ty, its bitterness and misery ; 
that it is that which has hidden 
or snatched good things from 
him—which separates between 
him and his God, which disturbs 
and poisons all created good. 
And what are the practical les~ 
sons which he whose mind has 
been thus opened to instruction 
learns from such dispensations ? 
He perceives, in a clearer and 
more convincing point of view, 
the hely character, and the mor- 
al government of God. He at-, 
quires a more vivid hatred and 
dread of sin. He stands in awe 
of the Divine judgments. He 
watches more carefully against 
temptation: he fears even the 
approach, the occasion, and the 
appearance of evil. He saith 
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unto God, “ I have borne chas- 
tisement—I mill sin no more.” 
Experience and dispositions such 
gs these are well purchased at 
the expense of affliction; and 
the consciousness of having ob- 
tained them tends to console the 
sufferer amidst ajl his trouble. 
This, however, is but a part of 
that peaceful fruit which is the 
result of sanctified affliction. 

2. Increased humility is anoth- 
er of its effects, and one of the 
most valuable and important. 
This is, indeed, clesely conncct- 
ed with the conviction of sin, 
He, whose comforis or whose 
hopes have been laid prostrate 
by the afflicting hand of God, 
cannot, ifhe be underthe Divine 
teaching and guidance, be dis- 
posed to indulge pride, or a high 
conceit of his own merit. ‘The 
blow, which has levelled or re- 
duced the one, has at the same 
time brought down every tower- 
ing imagination of the other. 
Can he whom the providence of 
God has led into the valley of 
Humiliation, continue to swell 
with fancied exccllence, and to 
think more highly of himself 
than he ought to think ? Surely 
he will humble himself under the 
mighty hand of God, and will 
learn to think more soberly and 
more justly. He wili feel that, 
80 far from deserving any thing 
at the hand of God, he is unwor- 
thy of the least of all his mer- 
cies—that instead of pretending 
that he of all others should be 
exempt from trouble, it is only 
ofthe Lord’s mercies that he is 
not utterly consumed. ‘This was 
evidently the impression made 
‘ on the mind of Job by the visi- 
tations of the Almighty—and it 
vill be manifest not only in the 








dispositions of the heart towards 
God, but in the temper, the lan- 
guage, and the conduct towards 
men. An afilicted yet proud 
Christian is indeed a lamentable 
sight. ‘ Lord, I am not high- 
minded—I have no proud looks,” 
or imaginatious, should not only 
be the expression of the humbled 
believer's consciousness, but be 
visible in his whole deportment ; 
and wherever this is really expe- 
rienced and manifested, the 
storm of affliction will cease to 
be overwhelming, and will be 
gradually succceded by serenily 
and peace. 

3. Humility will prepare the 
way for thankfulness, which is 
another of the excellent fruits 
of sanctified affliction. Have 
you lost much of what consti- 
tuted your earthly happiness ? 
Have you been deprived of the 


support, the delight, or the com- . 


fortof your life? Are you suf- 
fering from privations of any 
kind, or from trials which are 
continually recurring amidst the 
circumstances in which you 
dwell? Yet think of the multi. 
plied blessings which still sur- 
round you—blessings, even of a 
temporal nature, of which you 
are confecsedly unworihy— 
which you have, perhaps, long 
undervalued ; which the remo- 
valor the withholding of some- 
thing overprized has at length 
taught you tocstcem aright. Jt 
sometimes pleasesthe Alinighity 
to pour upen us a profusion of 
bounties, which pride, or the in- 
ordinate desire of blessings yet 
denied, leads us to neglect, and 
comparatively to desj-‘se. Ia 
such a case, isit not just by di- 
minishing the store which has 
heen thus unthankfully received, 
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eniphatically to convince us of 
cur ingratitude and folly ; and 
is it not merciful to teach us, ‘e- 
ven by this severe lesson, the 
value of what had once been be- 
stowed, and of that which still 
remains? The Sybil demanded 
as much for her diminished re- 
cords as for her perfect collec- 
tion. From us, also, is the 
same tribute of gratitude ex- 
pected for blessings which are 
spared, as for a previously fuller 
cup ; and if we are disposed to 
regard with more tender affec- 
tion our lessened portion, to 
cherish it with greater and more 
Christian care; to be more de- 
voutly thankful for it, and re- 
ally to derive more genuine hap- 
piness from it than we knew be- 
fore, we may surely account 
this a peculiar blessing; and 
even in this sense say, “ It is 
good for me that I have been af- 
flicted.” 

But why doT speak of thank- 
fulness merely for temporal bless- 
ings ? However they may have 
been diminished, or whatever 
may yet be denied, are there not 
blessings of infinite value, freely 
offered to all, and of which no 
earthly calamilies can deprive 
us? The riches of Divine good- 
ness and mercy in our redemp- 
tion by Jesus Christ as far tran- 
scend all the treasurcs of this 


world, as the heavens are high- | 


er than the earth, as time is ex- 
ceeded by eternity. ‘The Chris- 
tian whose mind has been en- 
lightened to perceive the grace 
of God revealed by the Gospel, 
whose faith has embraced the 
promises of forgiveness and re- 
conciliation, and who has felt in 
himself the workings of the Spir- 
it of Christ, drawing up his 
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thoughts to high and heavenly 
things, must possess grounds of 
thankfulness, and a fund of sup- 
port and happiness, which are infj- 
nitely beyond the richest sources 
merely of this world’s good, and 
entirely independent of its in- 
fluence or control. It is, how- 
ever, in the hour of distress and 
sorrow that the value oi spiritu- 
al blessings is chiefly felt. We 
may, indeed, and under the in- 
fluence of the grace of God, we 
undoubtedly shall be at all times 
unfeignedly thankful for the 
mercies of redemption; but 
when the earthly cistern is brok- 
en, or the human gourd wither- 
ed—when the objects of world- 
ly expectation and delight shall 
no longer blossom, or shall cease 
to yield their accustomed fruit... 
then is it, that the Christian does 
most emphatically rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of his 
salvation; then is Christ increas- 
ingly precious, his mediation 
more valuable, his yoke more 
easy, his promises of present and 
eternal rest more refreshing and 
delightful. It is under the pres- 
sure, or in the prospect of afflic- 
lion and trial, that the apostles 


| are seen to break forth into 


praise and thanksgiving for the 
unspeakable blessings which are 
treasured up in Christ ; and it is 
in similar circumstances that his 
disciples have most deeply felt 
their value. If, then, such a 
disposition of mind he, as it cer- 
tainly is, one greatly to be desir- 
ed, and productive of important 
practical consequences, the af- 
fliction which is the means of ex- 
citing it must be acknowledged 
to be eventually a blessing. 

4. The loss or the denial of 
earthly good, and the increased 
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conviction of the value of spirit- 
ual blessings, will, under the Di- 
vine influence, add greatly to the 
earnestness and fervor of the 
Christian in the exercises of devo- 
tion. “ They,” says Arcl:bishop 
Leighton,* ‘* who have been us- 
ed to the greatest heights of dai- 
ly devolion, yet in surrounding 
calamities pray more fervently 
and more frequently than ordi- 
nary, and this ts to be membercd 
among the chief benefits attending 
afliciions ; and it would surely 
be well worth our while to ex- 
perience all the hardest pressures 
of them, if we may gain this: 
ihat the languor and sloth, and 
stupidity into which our minds 
and our souls are ready insensi- 
bly to sink, while all is calm and 
serene about us, may be huppily 
shaken off by something which 
the world may call an unhappy 
event—that some more violent 
gust of wind may fan the sacred 
flame, that seems almost extin- 
guished, and blow it up into 
greater ardor.” It was not till 
the Israelites sorely felt the bon- 
(age and the cruelty of Egypt, 
that they cried earnestly to the 
Lord for deliverance. Had the 
sunshine of royal favor, in which 
they basked during the lifetime 
of Joseph, continued to follow 
them, it is but too probable that 
tiey would have been wholly 
immersed in the idolatries and 
corruptions of the surrounding 
people, and lost sight for ever 
of the land of promise. It will 
be happy for us, if with the Is- 
raclites, and “ with the Psalm- 
ist,” as the pious prelate just 
quoted goes on to observe, “ we 
should sometimes sink in deep 


* Meditations on Psalm cxxx. 





waters, that so we, who in pros- 
perity do but whisper or mutter 
out our prayers, may from the 
depths cry aloud unto him. Oh, 
how frequently and how ardent- 
ly did David pray in the des- 
erls, and in the caves, and out 
of the deep ! Our vows are cruel 
to ourselves, if they demaud 
nothing but gentle zephyrs and 
flowery fields, and calm repose, 
as the lot of our life ; for these 
pleasant things often prove the 
most dangerous enemics lo our 
nobler and dearer life. Oh! how 
true is that saying, that prayer 
is fervent in straits, but in joyful 
and prosperous circumstances, if 
not quite cold and dead, at least 
lukewarm. Oh! happy sirails, 
if they favor our correspondence 
with Heaven, and quicken our 
love to celestial objects, without 
which, what we call life may 
more properly deserve the name 
of death.”—it may be added, 
that together with the more fre- 
quent and fervent exercise of 
prayer, the word of God will be- 
come far more valuable and de- 
lightful to the afflicted Chris- 
tian. There are many parts of 
Scripture which can only be 
rightly understood and cordially 
received under circumstances of 
trial. On these a new and holy 
light will be shed by the Spirit 
of God, and then will the Chris- 
tian truly say, “ Unless thy law 
had been my delight, I should 
then have perished. in my afilic- 
tion.” ‘* Thy statutes have been 
my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage.” 

5. But asthe increased fervor 
of our prayers for spiritual bles- 
sings, aud additional delight in 
the word of God, is one of the 
consequences of sanctified afflic- 
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tion, it does also, by a happy 
kind of necessity, drive the soul 
to fly as it were lo seek its refuge 
under the wing of the divine 
Goodness, and io fix its hope upon 
God. And this is undoubtedly 
another most impertant advan- 
tage which the pious soul gains 
by adversity, that it calls or 
rather tears away the affections 
from earthly objects, when ob- 
stinately adhering to then. How 
strongly the love of the world is 
naturally rooted in our hearts 
needs not to be insisted on—vor 
how absolutely essential it is, 
both to our present peace and to 
our hope of heaven, that this 
should be subdued and even e- 
radicated. We are all nalurally 
inclined to wish for a double 
paradise—for one in the present 
world formed of all the objects 
which are, perhaps, in some cas- 
es innocently dear to us—from 
the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
which we desire to be translated 
to that which has been regained 
in Heaven. But this must not, 
andcannotbe. There is but one 
paradise for man, which, if we 
are truly wise, we shall seek in 
the realms of unclouded light 
and purity. In the mean time, 
we must not be surprised, if He, 
to whom man is dearer than to 
himself, should defeat his plans, 
disappoint his hopes, and de- 
stroy the self-formed fabric of 
his happiness. God loves his 
children truly; but he loves them 
severely. He will not, therefore, 
indulge them in that which may 
either ultimately prove their ru- 
in, or even be injurious, though 
less fatally. to their spiritual 
welfare. Like a wise aud ten- 
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those particular ways which may 
be most conducive to their profit, 
that they may be partakers of 
his holiness. ‘* He threatens,” 
says St. Chrysostom, “ that he 
may not strike—he strikes, that 
he may not destroy.” And, be. 
hold! happy is the man whom 
the Almighty thus correcteth— 
who, by the destitution of crea- 
ture-comforts, is led to place his 
hopes in the Lord his God, and 
whose expectation of happiness 
is from him alonc—who, from 
the failure of the earthly stream, 
is driven to the ever-flowing 
fountain of living water, of which 
whoso tasteth shall thirst no 
more—who is weaned from 
worldly hopes and dependen- 
cies, and is persuaded determi- 
nately to fix his affections on 
things above, where Christ sit- 
teth on the right hand of God. 
We may profess to do this, and, 
in a certain degree, we may re- 
ally fulfil it, even when sur- 
rounded by earthly blessings— 
but such a disposition of mind is 
far more generally the effect of 
sanctified affliction ; and where- 
ever it is produced, it affordsa 
peace, and even a happiness, 
which no circumstances merely 
of this world can either give or 
take away. ; 
6. Nor will this comparative 
abstraction from earthly objects 
lead to habits of barren contem- 
plation and inactivity. On the 
contrary, sanctified affliction, 
while it will tend to refine and 
elevate the soul above this lowe! 
world, will ever be found to be 


tant practical consequences. it 











will lead the humbled and awak 
| ened Christian to far more faith 





der parent, he chastises them ip . 
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ful and diligent self-examination 
than he was previously accus- 
tomed to exercise. He will 
spare no evil habit in which he 
had before too much acquiesced, 
nor any longer neglect the diffi- 
cult and self-denying duties to 
which he may have forinerly 
beenunwilling to attend. The 
voice of God has been heard 
loudly calling upon him to go 
and sin no more, lest a worse 
thing befal him—to be zealous 
and repent—to strengthen the 
things which were ready to die 
—to give proof of his professed 
love of God and ofthe Redeem- 
er—to fulfil the work peculiarly 
given him to do—to forget the 
things which are behind, and to 
reach forth to those which are 
before, pressing towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus, Afflic- 
tion, of which this is not in 
some measure the practical re- 
sult, which is not, at least, fol- 
lowed by a most sincere desire 
and purpose thus to grow in 
grace, and to be fruitful in every 
good work, can scarcely be said 
lo be sanctified ; but where this 
isin any good degree effected, 
we may derive from it the heart- 
felt and exalted consolation 
which the Psalmist experienced, 
when he declared—*“ This is my 
comfort in my affliction ; for thy 
word hath gueckened 13¢”—“ Be- 
ore I was afflicted I went astray, 
but ig I keep thy command- 
ments.” 

While sanctified afflictions 
will thus tend to quicken the 
subject of them in all holy obe- 
dience to the will of God, it will 
have a particular influence op 
tne great Christian graces of 
pahience and resignation. To 

Vos. VIE. Ne. 4, 





produce these in the heart is 
evidently one of the most direct 
objects of affliction. “ My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations, knowing 
this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience.” Now who- 
ever considers the condition of 
man upon earth, the variety of 
calamities to which he is expos- 
ed, and the certainty with which 
every one ought to anticipate 
his own share of them, cannot 
surely complain, if by the all- 
wise and gracious stuperintend- 
ence of his heavenly Father, 
some tribulation, which for the 
time may be deeply grievous, 
should prove the means of work- 
ing patience, that temper of mind 
of which all have need, that after 
we have done and suffered the 
will of God, we may at length 
“inherit the promises.” Indeed, 
of all the lovely train of heaven- 
ly graces which adorn the Chris- 
tian character, patience under 
the chastening hand of the Fa- 
ther of our spirits, and resigna- 
tion to the appointments of his 
unerring wisdom, and boundless, 
though sometimes to us mysteri- 
ous goodness, most eminently 
slorify God, and promote our 
spiritual improvement. They 
tend im an especial manner to 
produce that self-denying, sub- 
dued, and profoundly submissive 
temper, which is of the essence 
of Christian holiness—which fs 
precisely that disposition of mind 
which is both the safest, and, 
notwithstanding first impres- 
sions, the happiest, to be habitu- 
ally maintained amidst the vari- 
ous changes and uncertainties of 
this mortal life—and which, by 
refining and invigorating the 


} general character—by accus- 
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toming the Christian pilgrim. to 
mortification, and the sacrifice 
of his own carnal and earthly 
inciinations to the holy will of 
God—and by enuring him to 
live and walk by faith, to look 
chiefly at things unseen and e- 
ternal, to place his supreme hap- 
piness and expectations in God, 
and to aspire alter a state of un- 
changeable and endless felicity, 
forms the most direct and appro- 
priate preparalion for “ the in- 
heritance of the saiuis in light.” 

I will only add, as to the prac- 
tical effects of sanctified afflic- 
tion, that there is one other dis- 
position to which it is peculiarly 
conducive ; and that is, sympathy 
with the afflictions of others. 
The prosperous and the happy 
of this world nay be benevolent, 
but they cannot deeply sympa- 
thise with the distressed. There 
is a peculiar tenderness of affec- 
tion, which can only be learnt 
in the Christian school of afflic- 
tion, which softens without un- 
nerving the soul; which leads 
it, with true generosity and live- 
ly feeling, “ to rejoice with them 
that rejoice ;” and, above all, to 
“‘weep wilh them that weep.” 
Doubtless, to promote this sym- 
pathetic disposition, is one im- 


tion in affliction; an intention 
which may be especially disceru- 


tempted or tried in ail points like 
as we are, and is therefore both 
* touched with the feeling of our 
infirwities,’ and * able to suc- 
cour them thal are tempted.” It 
would be easy to enlarge on this 
most Intcvesting part of my sub- 
ject ; for what afflicted Christian 
ever failed to derive some of his 








highest consolation in reflecting 
ou his humble and infinitely dis. 
tant, yet real correspondence, jn 
suffering with his exalted and 
gracious Saviour. “ Though he 
were a Sou, yet learned he obe. 
dience by the things which he 
suffered.” “ For it became him, 
for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, to make 
the Capiain of their salvation per- 
Sect through suffering.” Can any 
real follower of his Lord and 
Master refuse to be made like 
him, or to arm himself with the 
same mind, especially remem- 
bering the declaration of the 
Apostle, “ that if we suffer with 
him, we shall also reign with 
him ?” This is surely a view 
which cannot but be both con- 
soling and animating to the af- 
flicled Christian; and which 
cannot be too diligently culli- 
vated. But I must forbear, I 
have already trespassed too 
much on the patience of your 
readers, and will only beg their 
farther attention, whilst, in con- 
clusion, I introduce to their no- 
lice, or call to their recollection, 
ihe following striking passages 
from the discourses of a most a- 
ble and energetic wriler, which 


| comprise a very important view 
portant part of the Divioe inten- | 


of this whole subject. 
“ Since the Son of God incar- 


_uale was made to pass throught a 
ed in the humiliation and suffer. | 


ings of the Son of God. Ile was | 


staie of very severe sufferings, 
before he asccnded up into heav- 
en; and since his saints and ser- 
vants have, iu this respect, been 
required to tread in his steps; 
we cannot but know what our 
lot is like to be in going through 
the same world. Nor should 
we only Jeara to look fer afiiie 
tions, we sliould be milling & 


| find them, when we reflect that 
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they have fallen so largely to 
the share of so many persons 
better than ourselves, and of the 
Son of God himself. Nay, we 
should be even thankful for our 
sufferings, did we consider the 
ends for which they are inflicted 
onus, and the great good we re- 
ceive from them.” 

“ We thank God perhaps, 
when we do thank him, for pros- 
perily, for health, plenty, suc- 
cess, and honor. We do well. 
They are the gifts of God's 
providence, and demand our ac- 
knowledgments. But they are 
not the only blessings his good- 
ness confers on us. Adversity 
should be added to the number 
of his favors, and remembered 
inour most devout thanksgiv- 
ings. Blessed be God, for pain, 
sickness, disappointment, dis- 
tress; and every one of those 
various evils with which the life 
of man is filled, and which are 
the subjects of our hasty com- 
plaints ; evils which are our 
greatest good ; which afflict, but 
purify, tear and harrow up the 
soul, but prepare it for the seeds 
of virtue.” 

“ Blessed be God, that he is 
not so unkind as to try us by the 
most dangerous of all tempta- 
tions, uninterrupted prosperity ; 
that we are not undone by the 
accomplishment of our wishes ; 
that he is pleased to chastise us 
with his legitimate children, and 
with his dear and ouly begotten 
Son, whom we hope to follow, 
through the gate of the grave, 
toa joyful resurrection, and to 
be received by Him into these 
mansions which he is now pre- 
paring for us in heaven; where 
he liveth and reigneth with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end.” 





I have only to add my ear- 
nest prayers, that such may be 
the blessed consequences of all 
our afflictions, and remain, 

Yours, P. H. 
[ Ch. Cd. 


 >_+o 


Narrative of Cain and Abcl. 


AIN and Abel were sons of 
Adam and Eve, the first pa- 

reuts of thehumanrace. They 
weredoubtlessthe delight of their 
parents. On them they much de 
pended, and were ready to say, 
these same shall comfort us. 

Theoccupations of these broth- 
ers were different. Cain was a 
tiller of the ground, and Abela 
keeper of sheep. Their tem- 
pers and dispositions were differ- 
ent. Cain was morose, proud 
and revengeful. He was diso- 
bedient to his parents, and envi- 
ous towards his brother because 
he was more amiable than him- 
self. Abel was amiable in his 
natural temper and disposition, 
obedient to his parents, affec- 
tionate to his brother and faith- 
ful as a friend. His natural 
sweetness of temper was improv- 
ed by his sincere and undissem- 
bled piety. He loved God su- 
premely, and delighted in his 
worship. The parents fondly ex- 
pected much from their first 
born son. At his birth the moth- 
er said, “I have gotten a man 
from the Lord.” They might nat- 
urally flatter themselves that he 
was the promised seed. ‘Their ex- 
pectations respecting Abel were 
less. This appears from his 
name which impties inferiority. 

Cain doubtless felt a superior- 
ity on account of his birth, and 
the flattering prospect of his pa- 
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rents respecting him. These | 
tended to feed his pride and en- 
courage those malignant passions 
which in their consequences 
were so awful. When the sacri- 
fice of Abel was accepted, and 
Cain’s rejected, he was sullen 
and angry. Cain brought, of the 
fruit of the ground, an offering 
unto the Lord. Abel brought 
also of the fatlings of his flock, 
and of the fat thereof. And the | 
Lord had respect unto Abel and 
his offering : but ‘unto Cain and 
his offering he had not respect. 
Cain did not believe in the prom- 
ised Saviour, nor come as a hum- 
ble sinner to plead for mercy; 
nor bring the sacrifice which pre- 
figured the atonement of Christ. 
He came with a heart unhum- 
bled, impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing; and was therefore rejected. 
Abel offered his sacrifice in faith 
in the expected Messiah. He 


came asa guilty sinner imploring 
mercy ; and his sacrifice was ex- 
pressive of humility, sincerity 
and belief. As he thus sought 
the mercy of the new covenant 
through the promised seed, he 


was accepted. Of his accep- 
tance God gave a visible token. 
On this account Cain was angry 
and sought revenge on his broth- 
er who had given hin no just 
cause of offence.. He had nev- 
er been unkind, but had always 
treated him with that respect 
which was due from a younger 
to an elder brother. 

Cain saw, that his brother was 
preferred to him. God manifest- 
ed special pleasure in Abel; and 
the hearts of the parents might 
have been won over to him in 
view of his amiable conduct, 
while from the untowardness of 


Narrative of Cain and Abel. 





Cain their affections might, in a 


s 


[ Aran 


measure, have been weaned. HH» 
Cain been as amiable and pioy; 
as his brother, he might have 
received equal favor from God 
and man. But instead of labor. 
ing to amend, he gave way to 
sullen grief and malicious com. 
plaints. 

On account of this God cop. 
desends to reason with him—and 
enquire of him, why he is sad. 
He says, “ If thou dost well shalt 
not thou be accepted ; but if thou 
dost not well sin lieth at the 
door.” Here was gentle reproof 
mingled with mercy, and encour- 


| agement to repentance and new 


obedience ; and a warning a- 
gainst that sin which God knew 
was in his heart, and would soon 
break out without restraint. 
Instead of hearkening to this 
kind admonition, he continues 
obstinate and cherishes malevo- 
lence in his heart. He resolved 
on the death of his brother and 
sought opportunity to effect his 
malicious purpose. Concealing 
his hatred, and with feigned af- 
fection, he invited his brother to 
take a walk with him in the field. 
Abel, with his unsuspecting in- 
nocence accompanied him thith- 
er. His heart glowed with af- 
fection to his brother, and he 
was willing to manifest that af- 
fection, by complying with cvery 
reasonabie desire. Perhaps Abel 
had grieved that he had been 
the cause, though the innocent 
cause, of his brother’s anger— 
and now, indulging the hope 
that he was reconciled, and 
wishing in every suitable way to 
manifest his brotherly affection, 
he rejoiced in the proposal. 
Could he entertain the idea that 
his brother had any injurious de- 
signs ? Ele had never contended 
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with him; and surely he would 
pot fear to walk in the fields 
with him. 

But Cain resolved on his 
death—and when sufficiently 
retired from the notice of his pa- 
rents, the brother assumed the 
character and aspect of the mur- 
derer. Disregarding the ties of 
brotherly affection, the restraints 
of parestal authority and in- 
struction, and the command of 
God, he rose upon him with fu- 
ry and gave the fatal blow! Jiis 
dying groans reached his ears, 
but did not pierce his unrelenting 
heart. Cain deprived his broth- 
er of that life which God gave 
him, and which none besides 
had arightto take away. He 
has murdered him! He fell at 
his feet a lifeless corpse ! Behold 
him pale in death ! 

This is the {jist death that 
ever took place in our world. 
Here is the fruit of the first apos- 
tacy. Our first parents brought 
sin into the world, and here is 
its fruit. Cain is the immediate 
cause Of this awful desolation. 
He has not killed an enemy that 
sought his life. He has murdet- 
ed his brother. He witnessed 
his dying agonies. He now sees 
him lifeless. Yet he appears not 
to relent for what he has done. 
Instead of going to his parents 
and to God to confess his sin 
and guilt, he altempts to hide 
himself and to conceal his crime. 
Lut whither shall he fly from 
him who sees all things and has 
witnessed the awful transaction ? 
The Lord called him. How 
dreadful must have been his 
Voice to this wretched fratricide ! 
‘* Where is Abel thy brother ?” 
lustead of confessing his sin and 
tupplicating mercy, he adds to 





his crime falsehood and arro- 
gance. He said, ‘* I know not. 
Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
But vain are his refuges of lies. 
The charge comes home to his 
heart. “ ‘The voice of thy broth- 
er’s blood crieth unto me from 
the ground.” His conscience 
can no longer sleep; witha mind 
filled with horror and despair, 
he hears his sentence from the 
Lord: * And now thou art curs- 
ed from the earth which hath 
opencd her mouth to receive thy 
brether’s blood irom thy hand. 
When thou tillest the ground, it 
shall net henceforth yield unto 
thee her strength. A fugitive 
and a vagabond shalt thou be in 
the earth.” In the agony of his 
soul, Cain exclaims, “ My puc- 
ishment is greater than I can 
bear.” 

From this awfu) and offecting 
piece of history we learn in gen- 
eral, 

1. The evil of sin. It has pro- 
duced ail the contentions and 
murders which have been in the 
world. With sin was introduced 
all our sorrows. The wars which 
have raged with such violence 
and deluged the earth with bu- 
man blood; the oppressions which 
have raised to heaven the cry of 
the widow and orphan, are the 
consequences of sin. Sin has 
eclipsed the beauly of this lower 
creation and made it a howling 
wilderness, a vale of tears. It 
is this which fills our bodies with 
paii and lays our comforts in the 
dust. How should we lament it 
as the bane of the soul, filling it 
with anguish and leading itdown 
to the dark regions of endless 
woe! Reader, fly from sin as the 
enemy of your peace, the des- 
troyerof your soul. The longer 
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you live in the indulgence, the 
more you are exposed to the 
commission of those acls which 
will embitter all your remaining 
daysand enhance your future tor- 
ments. Think how much it will 
contribute to your interest and 
happiness to repent of your sins, 
and obtain the pardon of God 
through a glorious Mediator. 
This will be your greatest se- 
curity against vice, and tend to 
establish you in a course of vir- 
tue and, piety—and lay the sure, 
the only foundation of hope and 
comfort in this state of trial, and 
of immortal glory hereafter. 

2. Particularly we learn the 
evil of indulging an envious 
temper. 

Envy is the nurse of malevo- 
lence. Cain envied his brother, 
and then grew malicious towards 
him. Envy isthe fruitful source 
of much mischief in the world. 
tle who envies another his 
wealth is in danger of taking a 
part of it either by fraud or 
force. He who envies another 
his good name is in danger of in- 
dulging hatred which may end in 
murder. Let young people be- 
ware of this temper and watch its 
first buddings. Do you sce oth- 
ers preferred before you on ac- 
count of their piety, their beney- 
olence or any excellencies of 
ciaracter which endear them to 
their friends? Be willing that 
they shouid be preferred, and in- 
stead of attempting to diminish 
their virtuc, labor to imitate 
them. 

3. The importance of govern- 
ing the temper. * Ife that hath 
no rule over his own spirit is like 
a city that is broken down and 
without walls.” Those who 





| 
| 





five way to the indulgence of | 


passionate resentment render 
theiaselves ridiculous in society, 
and provoke God to leave them 
to commit some awful crime 
which will fix an_ indelible 
stigma on their character, and 
without repentance consign their 
souls to the fearful perdition of 
ungodly men. 

Had Cain governed his tem- 
per and suppressed the first mo- 
tions of passion, he might have 
been saved from the awful guilt 
of imbruing his hands in his 
brother’s blood.— Young people 
cannot be too anxious upon this 
point. They should begin ear- 
ly. Much may be done to 
sweeten their tempers by suitable 
watchfulness and fervent prayer. 
Cherishing those resentments 
which are kindled in the breast 
by the slightest provocations 
will sour the sweetest temper ; 
but checking them in the begin- 
ning will tend to subdue passion 
and diffuse sweet  serenily 
through the soul. 

4. The awful consequence of 
impenitence. 

Though the crime of Cain 
was so great as to leave but little 
hope of repentance, yet it was 
not beyond the reach of divine 
mercy. We have, however, no 
account of his penitence, nor 
from any thing we see in him 
have we reason to think he did 
repent. His Janguage was the 
language of complaint of his pun- 
ishinent, rather than sorrow for 
his sin. 

Sin unrepented of will destroy 
our comfort here, and lead us 
down to endless destruction. 

When we read this affecting 
history we are filled with hor- 
ror! We have never been guilty 


‘of asimilarerime. But we may 
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not flatter ourselves that we are ) 
innocent. If we have wished 
the death of one of our fellow 
creatures; if we have indulged 
in rash anger, in settled malice, 
we are indeed guilty in this res- 
pect. This is murder in the 
heart; and nothing but the re- 
straining grace of God has pre- 
vented its breaking out into the 
open act. 

We must repent of the sins of 
the heart as ‘well as the life, or 
we cannot obtain the favor and 
friendship of God. Sentence is 
already given against the impen- 
itent—Indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and angnish must be 
their portion. God looks on the 
heart, and he can accept no out- 
ward reformation, which the 
heart does not approve. With- 
out a renovation of the heart no 
foundation is laid for a patient 
continuance in well doing. Ex- 
ternal reformations are but tem- 
porary, induced from motives of 
interest, the alarms of con- 
science, or regard to reputation. 
When these cease to operate the 
vicious propensities which have 
been restrained will break forth 
with redoubled violence. 

_But when the heart is reform- 
ed; when a new principle is 
there implanted, it is influenced 
by new and different motives. 
Hatred to sin, and love to God 
will be a stronger barrier against 
the attacks of sin, than any per- 
sonal considerations. These, in- 
stead of laying an unpleasant 
restraint, render vice odious, and 
the duties of piety congenial to 
the soul. 

Would you, reader, be fortifi- 
ed against the sin which will ru- 
in your character and fill your 





soul with distress, see that a 





good foundation be laid in a mor- 
al change of heart, by the sove- 
reign power of God. Depend 
not on partial reformation ; but 
see that it be deep and inlaid in 
the heart. Nothing short of 
this will be sufficient to guard 
you against the snares which 
will beset you on all sides. 
Nothing short of this will effec- 
tually check those inclinations 
to do evil which are inherent in 
your natures. But if you become 
the subject of this renovation, 
you have the promise of Jeho- 
vah Jesus; that you shall be 
kept through faith unto salva- 
tion. A. 


—Sto— 


Extracts of several letters from a 
young Gentleman living in the 
city of New-York, to his sister 
in New-England. 


(Concluded from p. 119.) 


LETTER III. 


Aprit 6, 1815. 

“TI coutn wish my dear M@— 
might be enabled to look through 
those afflictions which we have 
been called to encounter, up to 
the hand that dispenses them. 
They are given us for our im- 
provement, and you may be as- 
sured that if God regard us as his 
children, these afflictions and 
crosses will not cease, unless we 
are by them brought to a sense 
of our duty, and te serve him a- 
right. Indeed it ought to be a 
source of our continual praise 
and gratitude, that we are count- 
ed worthy to suffer these things ; 
for God has said, that those 
whom he loveth he chasteneth. 
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Tt is strange that we have need- 

ed so much chastening, to bring 
us to asense of our duty. It 
chews us ina strong light, the 
depravity of our natures, and the 
opposition we manifest to the 
righteous ways of God—the ne- 
cessily of regeneration, that we 
may be formed to a right temper 
ef mind, and enjoy that course 
of living, which the gospel points 
out, I fondly hope my dear 
sister may be induced from my 
observations in my last letter, at 
least, to make the altempt to 
fead a new life in Christ Jesus. 
You will, no douht, find difficul- 
ties in the commencement; but 
rather let them urge you for- 
ward to greater exertions. If 
you sincerely pray to be enlight- 
ened in your understanding, and 
to be strengthened in your way, 
you will, without doubt, receive 
that support he has promised his 
children, giving you the influ- 


ences of his Tholy Spirit to effect 
your growth in grace: and I as- 
sure you, shoul 1d your experience 


progress thus far, you will ac- 
knowledec the satisfaction aris- 
ing from il, to be greater, than 
you have ever fell in all the dif 
ferent scenes the world calls 
pleasure, were they all put to- 
gother. Ihave observed, with 

peculiar pleasure, thal you are 
dispose i lo reflection, by the va- 
rious occurrences vou have been 
ealled to witness—thus far, the 
symptoms are promising. Let 
ine intreat veu not to mistake 
ihe tendency of such serious re- 
fections. Cherish them and you 
may yet have great reason to 
bless God for their happy isstte. 
‘They may be the means of your 
commencing a new life. by shew- 
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ing you the vanity of this world, | 


{ Arrit, 


aud the necessity of reiigion, fo; 
happiness, as well here, as here. 
after—not that religion which 
consists simply in a few ceremo- 
nious observances, a few chari- 
ties, a moral and decent deport. 
ment. These are right in their 
place. They carry with them, 
however, their own reward, 
They are the necessary attend- 
ants, but not the maif founda. 
tion of a religious life. It is foll 
to talk about the dignity of hu. 
man nature, and the excellency 
- our works; they will never 
nsure us eternal felicity. If we 
vane done aught of charity, of 
good works, let us be thankfil, 
that we have been enabled so to 
do. A benevolent mind will 
find an ample reward arising 
fromthe practice of such virtues, 
in 2 heartfelt satisfaction. Self- 
rightcousness is the most danger- 
ous enemy the Christian has to 
encounter. To sit down con- 
tented, and suppose we have 
done enough to merit the great 
reward, by any duties or works 
of our own, is indeed the freat- 
est folly. Our Saviour express- 
ly tells us that after doing all in 
our power, we are unprofitable 
servants. It is mortifying ip- 
deed to human pride—but it is 
truth. Such is the state, into 
which the fall has brought us 
that instead of acting aright in 
the sight of God, we are endeav- 
oring continually to oppose the 
influences oi his Holy Spirit. 
You will realize the truth of this, 
in proportion as you become ac- 
qu: ainted with ea own depravi: 
ty by nature. Humility is the 
inseparable attendant on true 
piety, aud in proportion as we 
have iruc faith, so will it pro 
duce good works ; but if we have 








not a well grounded faith, we 
cannot expect to perform good 
and acceptable works. Should 
your mind be enlightened in the 
truth, you will be more and more 
convinced of your own unwor- 
thiness, and wonder at the im- 
pious arrogance of those who, 
like the proud Pharisee, praise 
God that they are not like oth- 
er men; and appear well pleas- 
ed with their own imaginary 
good works. Itis an unspeaka- 
ble satisfaction to the true be- 
liever, to reflect upon the stu- 
pendous work of salvation.— 
Casting himself wholly on the 
mercy of God, deeply smitten 
with a sense of his guilt, and 
continual transgressions, he cries, 
“God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner.”—Nor is that uncharitable 
disposition less reprehensible, 
which supposes one sect or per- 
suasion, the only right one. The 
foundation of all religion is the 
same. Some may abuse itin 
practice ;—this, however, argues 
nothing against the principle, 
any more than the existence of 
hypocrites disproves that of real 
Christians. All have to answer 
to their Maker, who alone can 
judge of the sincerity of their 
professions, and the rectitude of 
their intentions. A Christian is 
the same all over the world, let 
him be of whatever sect, or de- 
iomination, he may. Has hea 
living faith in the Saviour, and 
does the grace of God warm his 


heart ? then is he our brother in 
Christ. 


W.S. R.” 


[The remainder of this letter 
being of a local and private na- 
ture, is omitted. ] 


Vout. VII. No. 4. 
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LETTER IV. 


May 13, 1813. 


—— “We are apt, my dear 
M—., to look upon death as a ca- 
lamity, only as it deprives us of 
our dearest friends, and breaks 
the chain, that united our hearts 
in friendship and social endear- 
ments. But when we look up- 
on it as the messenger sent to 
call us home—to deliver us from 
the pains of sickness, and the 
troubles of a sinful world—if our 
peace be made with God, how 
joyfully can we welcome the 
change, that shall at once place 
us in the arms of our blessed 
Saviour, in that state, where the 
wicked cease from troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest ! 

“It is natural toa reflecting 
mind, to wish to know, if the 
last moments of an acquaintance 
were spent like a Christian—if 
indeed we may indulge a reason- 
able hope, that our friend has 2 
portion with the children of 
God.—We may at least, be war- 
ranted to hope, from the attend- 
ing circumstances, that the de- 
parted spirit of has gone 
to her Saviour and her God. 
The attention with which she 
has for some time past, studied 
her Bible—the becoming diffi- 
dence with which she replied, 
when asked, if she had a hope 
respecting her future welfare, 
“that it was through her Sav- 
jour’s merit alone, that she 
could hope for acceptance,”— 
the composed state of her mind 
in her last moments, is a source 
of much satisfaction to her 
friends ; and with sincere plea- 
sure do I add, that her last visi- 
ble act of devotion, was a feeble 
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attempt to sing a favorite Psalm 
of David. 

‘How happy is it, my dear 
M—, to die in peace with our 
God! How necessary then, to 
attend to this all-important 
concern, at an early period— 
while we have health, and are in 
the enjoyment of our faculties 
and vigor of mind. Bodily pains 


may deprive us of our reason, | 


and hurry us into the presence, 
ihe awful presence of an offended 
God. 
thought. Yet how many of our 
fellow-mortals are in this condi- 
tion taken from the world, un- 
prepared to meet their Judge. 
very death, particularly in the 
circle of our friends, is a warning 
voice to us. Let us improve it 
aright. ‘Think seriously of. it, 
und endeavor to make a wise 
improvement. Life isshort and 
uncertain. We know not whose 
turn will come next. Let us 


then endeavor, by the grace of 


God, tobe ready. Viewing in 
a proper light, the unsatisfying 
pleasures of this world, and the 
beauty and necessity of religion, 
may we be disposed to embrace 
the offers of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, as the only hope of real 
happiness here or hereafter. 

‘** We amuch regretted to hear 
of your indisposition. Sickness 
ought ever to dispose us to seri- 
ous reflection. It shews us up- 
on What a frail tenure health, 
friends, aud all the other bles- 
sings and enjoyments of life are 
held—liable to be cut off in a 
moment ourselves, or deprived 
of those blessings, by some ad- 
verse circumstance in life. It 
shews us the uncertainty of all 
cur present enjoyments; but 
yarticularly impresses the neces- 
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sity of being prepared for, and 
resigned to the will of our heay. 
cily Father. It shows us the 
necessity of some other prop, be. 
sides the world and its vanities, 
to support and cheer us in the 
hour of trial and misfortune. 
Friends may do much ; but even 
they are the gift of God ; and if 
we want the consolations of re. 
ligion, we want that which alone 


;can support us under affliction 
| here, or cheer us with the hope 
It is indeed a dreadful | of everlasting felicity. 


* Yours, &c. 
W.S. R.” 


LETTER Y. 


Novemser, 1815. 

“ Tue parting of dear friends 
should ever remind us of that 
separation which must sooner or 
later take place, when some of 
us shall be called to enter ons 
never-ending eternity ; and often 
do J reflect, with astonishment, 
upon my own stupidity ;—that 
viewing the shortness of time, 
and the duties of a Christian, I 
should do so little to the glory o! 
that God and his Christ, whose 
Holy Spirit has, I humbly trust, 
brought me to see the light ol 
the truth ; and that I should be 
so unmindfal of the privileges 
we enjoy ; and the duties that 
I, as an individuat member of the 
house-hold of faith, should with 
alacrity perform. Did we ata 
given period of time expect our 
dissolution, how different, 1- 
deed, would be our daily walk: 
How would each moment be ei- 
ployed in promoting the inter- 
ests of the Redcemer’s kingdom, 
and in promoting the welfare oi 
our fellow-mortals ! At least this 


| effect might be reasonably ex- 
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pected. And are not the instan- 
ces of mortality sufficiently fre- 
guent, to convince us of the frail 
tenure upon which we hold our 
lives ? And are we certain that 
we shall not next be called to 
follow our friends ? 

«JT hope I shall be enabled to 
spend that time, which I should 
allot my dear sister, were she 
with me, in promoting the inter- 
ests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom; 
and improving my mind by the 
rich harvest, our highly favored 
city affords for our growth in 
grace, as well as intellectual im- 
provement. Various indeed are 
the objects that present them- 
selves for the exercise of our 
charity in bestowing the word 
of life,* as well as the bread 
that perisheth. Although Prov- 
idence has not bestowed on ma- 
vy of us, the riches of this world, 
yet are we enabled terecommend 
to the notice of the charitably in- 
clined, objects deserving our re- 
gard. Often are we called to 
drop the sympathetic tear over 
the misfortunes of others, and 
lament our inability to relieve 
them—our tears and our prayers 
are all that we can bestow—but 
even these, if dictated by right 
motives, may be more accepta- 
ble to a grateful heart, tkan 
thousands of ostentatious gifts, 
the manner ef bestowing which 
wounds the spirit more than they 
contribute to the comfort of the 
suffering body. 

“ A short time since, I spent an 
evening at Mr. ——. I found 
Mrs, —— and at home. 
They were quite social and 


— 


* The Letter writer being one of 


the managers of an Auxiliary Bible 
Soc ety, 











Extracts of several Leiters from W. S. R. 139 


cheerful. I will not deny, my 
dear sister, that notwithstanding 
their disposition to please, I 
could net but admit to my re- 
flections, such ideas as natural 
feelings would wish to dispense 
with on such an occasion. Oh! 
thought I, how much more hap- 
py would this family be, who 
now seem to be happy, were 
they possessed of the one thing 
neediul. Surely, human reason 
would say that it were easy for 
those who are so amiable in their 
character and deportment, to be- 
come possessed of the pearl of 
great price. But how often are 
the examples to the contrary. 
Those amiable qualities, and a 
respect for the ordinances of re- 
ligion are apt to deceive the pos- 
sessors. ‘They find themselves, 
in the main, disposed to perform 
the less rigidduties of Christian- 
ity, and to exhibit many acts of 
charity and benevolence. ‘hey 
see no necessity of a change of 
heart, disposition and life—flat- 
ter themselves that all is well, 
and wonder how some Chris- 
tians can be so bigoted, and so 
strict. They see no reason why 
Christianity should not be -re- 
concileable with the maxims and 
society of the world. Alas! 
alas! they know not the plague 
of their own hearts. They who 
have been brought to see their 
own sinfulness, know that there 
must be a radical change of 
heart, views, principle and prac- 
tice, in eternal opposition to the 
world and its maxims, the flesh, 
its lusts, and our great adver- 
sary the tempter. Short terms, 
but full of meaning to all those 
who have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious. Perhaps my thoughts 
were too’much elevated from 
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the world, as the last Sabbath 
was our communion.—indeed to 
mea season of love. To them 
who have experienced such ex- 
alted feelings, it is hard to come 
down to the level of the world. 
They who are accustomed to 
the society of Christians, can 
not enjoy themselves long in 
different society. I find myself 
frequently embarrassed, and 
quite lost among those who 
know not our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Itis natural to us,if we have any 
degree of true Christian feelings, 
to wish to associate with those, 
whom we can converse with, a- 
bout the things of our everlast- 
ing peace—what the Lord hath 
done for us, and various other 
topics, interesting to those, who 
humbly hope they have been 
brought to see the light of di- 
vine truth. Christians love to 
be with those who are travelling 
the same road, acknowledging 
the same Saviour, professing the 
same belief, and expecting to be 
justified by the righteousness of 
the same Redeemer. No won- 
der then that they should feel 
Jost, when much engaged with 
the world, from which they 
have separated, and sworn alle- 
giance to the King of saints. 
“Could we, my dear M—, 
constantly keep eternity in our 
view, time, with all its concerns, 
would sink into their proper in- 
significance. We should then 
endeavor, by the grace of God, 
to be prepared for that great and 
awful change, which shall bring 
us into the immediate presence 
of our Judge. There are but a 
few days, and those troublesome 
ones, allotted to the children of 
men ; and shall these few days, 
be spent in chasing the phantoms 
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and lying vanities of life? Iy 
time, we must prepare for eter. 
nity. As we die, so must we a. 
wake, prepared or unprepared to 
meet our Judge. Awful—im. 
portant—all-important conside- 
rations! Cherish, my dear M—, 
habits of retirement and reflec. 
tion.—The workings of the 
Spirit of God, his word, his or. 
dinances, and his providences 
may lose their effect, if we do 
not allow ourselves time to re. 
flect. The time will come, it js 
fast approaching, when you nwt 
reflect—Erernity. A life spect 
in the neglect, or in the service 
of God, will be a theme of aw. 
ful, or of pleasing reflection. 
Now is the time. Now isthe 
day ofsalvation. Life and death 
are offered. Choose ye, why 
will ye die ? It isthe voice of an 
affectionate brother that pleads 
—it is your God that calls—be 
not neglectful. Adieu. 
W.S. R.” 


no6oIo— 


Memoirs of the Rev. Samuel 
Mills, late pastor of the fourth 
church of Christ, in Saybrook. 


HE Rev. Samvet Mrs 

was the son of the Rev. 
Gideon Mills, of Canton.—He 
was born in June, 1752; and af- 
ter receiving an early and pious 
education, and passing through 
a course of preparatory studies, 
was graduated at Yale College, 
in 1776. At this period, the 
revolutionary war, and the ur- 
gent calls of his country, prevail- 
ed with him to accept a military 
office. In an engagement with 
the enemy he was wounded by 
the stroke of.a cutlass on his 
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head, captured and conveyed to 
Philadelphia, which was then 
possessed by the British troops. 
Krom the effects of this severe 
wound he never fully recovered. 
While a prisoner, he became ac- 
quainted with a young lady of 
the city, with whom he was af- 
terwards united in marriage. 

Some years before the close 
of the revolutionary war, he was 
occupied in the instruction of 
youth ; aud devoted his leisure 
hours tothe study of theology. 
Believing that he had experien- 
ced the power of religion, by a 
work of grace on his heart ; and 
feeling an ardent desire for the 
Christian ministry ; and having 
obtained that sacred knowledge, 
and those other endowments by 
which he was judged to be qual- 
ified for the work, he was appro- 
ved by the fathers, and recom- 
mended to the churches. 

Receiving an invitation for 
the pastoral office, he accepted, 
and was ordained over the fourth 
church in Saybrook in 1786. 

The people to whom he 
looked for temporal support 
were not numerous; the church 
was small in number; and the 
male members were but seven. 
‘hey had Jost four ministers in 
quick succession; and amidst 
tne burdens of the war, and its 
demoralizing effects, the church 
felt great discouragements; their 
religious interests had, for years, 
been decaying, and Sectarian sen- 
timents had greatly divided the 
people. 

In this situation, Mr. Mills ac- 
cepted their invitation, and cast- 
ing himself on the providence 
of God, the gracious promises of 
the great Head of the church, 
aad the prayers and affectionate 





attachments of this little flock, 
he went forth to his holy labor of 
building up this broken part of 
the walls of Zion. 

To benefit the youth, he ear- 
ly instituted a school for instruc- 
tion, and by his influence persua- 
ded the people to contribute for 
founding two libraries; one of 
them for the elders, and the oth- 
er for children and youth: both 
of which were regulated by laws 
which were calculated to ad- 
vance, annually, their numbers 
and progressive value. Having 
thus far succeeded, he encourag- 
ed them to unite ina more ex- 
pensive work of building a new 
house for public worship. ‘This 
was checrfully undertaken, and 
quickly finished. 

While these important labors 
were advancing, which from that 
period to the present time have 
added to their union and 
strength, as an ecclesiastical So- 
ciety, he was never forgetful, nor 
remiss in the great concerns of 
the Christian ministry. 

Happily uniting that perse- 
vering and well directed zeal 
which contends earnestly for the 
faith, with that humility which 
has its moderation known to all 
men, and that charity which 
embraces the best interests of 
the people, he instructed them 
in Christian truth, was esteemed 
by all, beloved by the church, 
and dear tothe flock, as a spir- 
itual father, and the guide of 
souls to glory. 

If his people dia not consider 
him the most eloquent, yet they 
thought no preacher more sin- 
cere, or More engaged ; and from 
no other lips did truth flow more 
affectionately, or more accepta- 
bl-. 
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He dwelt much on the great 
distinguishing doctrines of grace : 
he spake them plainly, without 
any, evasions of the nature and 
tendency of them, and practised 
no half concealments to please 
unsanctified tastes. He would 
faithfully declare God’s word, 
ovhether they would hear or wheth- 
cr they would forbcar ; persuaded 
that Jehovah would vindicate 
his truths. Man totally lost by 
nature, wholly incapable of re- 
storing himself, and absolutely 
dependent on the elective and 
covercign grace of God ; the na- 
ture and necessity of regenera- 
tion ; the sufficiency of the a- 
tonement, and the duties of re- 
pentance, and faith in this great 
truth, that Jesus Christ died for 
sinners, as the only ground of 
justification ; what God is, and 
what man must become, to en- 
joy this holy God; are truths 
which he often taught, plainly 
unfolded, affectionately incul- 
cated, solenmly impressed, and 
evangelically exemplified. 

As a divine, he was consider- 
ed by his brethren lo be well ac- 
quainted with the great truths 
of our holy religion, firmly es- 
tablished in their belief, and a 
elear vindicator of their impor- 
tance before the people. As a 
preacher, he was plain, faithful 
and sincere; and as a_ pastor, 
skilful, judicious and adapted to 
the state and wants of his flock. 
Few ministers were better ac- 
quainted with human nature ; or 
were, ever, more happy in con- 
ducting the various tempers, 
prejudices, or self-interested feel- 
ings of his people ; and in per- 
suading and uniting them in pro- 
moting some great and good ob- 
ject. 
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He fed the flock : he fed the 
lambs ; he presented truth, and 
his affections enforced it ; he |a- 
bored with his hands to relieve 
their burdens ; he was a father 
to their sons; an instructor of 
the ignorant ; a comforter of the 
afflicted, and a guide to souls; 
he broke the bread to the breth- 
ren, and administered milk to 
babes: and, seldom, do we be- 
lieve, is one found, who, at the 
close of his ministry, could more 
sincerely adopt the language of 
Paul,—* I take you to record, this 
day, that I am pure from the blood 
of ali men ; for I have not shun- 
ned to declare the whole counsel of 
God.” 

Asa spiritual father to the peo- 
ple, not one escaped his notice : 
and not one was beneath his 
parental care : the saint was his 
delight ; the sinner was the sub- 
ject of his prayer; and every 
class of men received expres- 
sions of his affectionate atten- 
lions and remembrances. While 
this affection was reciprocated 
by his people, in frequent tes- 
timonials of their love, he could 
say, (and they believed him.) 
“Silver and gold have I none ; 
but such as I have, give I thee ; in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Naz- 
areth,’ I offer the blessings ol 
grace to every willing heart. 

With what he had of tempo- 
rals, no heart was more el- 
larged, benevolent, or uniformly 
hospitable.—The doors of his 
house were open to the stranger, 
and the friend ; and none enter- 
ed, but had reason to speak well 
of him: this was his establised 
character at home and abroad. 

It was not on the Sabbath or- 
ly, that his people were edified, 
but in every portion of the week. 
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fie preached from house to 
house, and had a word for the 
child as well as for the parent ; 
for the servant and the master : 
and on leaving the family the 
impression remained, This good 
man is our father and our friend. 
Tu religious conferences, he was 
frequent with his people, and 
was always ready at the calls of 
duty. Ifdivisions, or alienated 
feelings existed among the breth- 
ren, still the offender and the of- 
fended would view him as their 
common friend. Their diffi- 
culties, or disquietudes called 
forth his tenderest feelings and 
solicitudes. He bore them on 
his heart ; he carried their cases 
and their trials, before his God 
ia prayer ; and, in the wakeful 
hours of midnight, would be 
heard f fervent supplication, 
and saying to his companion, 
“ Come let us unite in carrying 
this burden, on my mind, before 
the Lord.” By united prudence, 
humility, affection and Christian 
example, he happily succeeded 
in removing strife, and promot- 
ing reconciliation and cordiali- 
ty. Between him and _ his 
church there existed an unusu- 
ally happy ministerial connex- 
ion: a reciprocated affection 
equalled by few, exceeded by 
noue. It was a pleasant part of 
our Lord’s vineyard: it was a 
union like the vine and the 
branches. 

With ail his fidelity and la- 
bors with his people he continu- 
ed in the ministry, without any 
considerable accessions to his 
church, for seventeen years; at 
the close of which, it pleased 
the great Head of the church 
y crown his prayers and faith- 
‘t!nesss with a rich harvest, and 





in-gathering of souls to the Re- 
deemer’s Kingdom. An effusion 
of spiritual influence descended 
on his people, and effected a 
general renovation of the mor- 
al and religious aspect of that 
ecclesiastical Society. Great 
accessions were made to his 
church, and though ten years 
have passed since this memora- 
ble revival, the happy effects of 
it are still visible. Amidst sub- 
sequent declensions and remiss- 
ness, a goodly number, whose ex- 
amples have a salutary influence, 
remain the ornament, stability 
and strength of this part of Zi- 
cn. Regularly, and without in- 
termission, have their stated re- 
ligious conferences been main- 
tained, not only to the last Sab- 
bath evening of his ministry ; 
but since his death, they happily 
unite in strengthening each oth- 
er’s hands, and complying with 
his dying counsel to build up Zi- 
on, and live in prayer, and cul- 
tivate brotherly love and Chris- 
tian fellowship. Being dead, he 
yet speaketh to them, by the me- 
mory of his living example, and 
departing words. 

Other churches have been 
called to lose their pastors, whom 
they much esteemed as able, 
faithful and exemplary, but few 
can speak of one, endowed with 
more happy ministerial adapted- 
ness to his people, or facility of 
entering into the feelings of his 
flock ; of discerning their differ- 
ent tastes and prejudices and 
predilections, or of finding access 
to their hearts, and still holding 
truth to their view ; and, by pa- 
tient perseverance, accomplish- 
ing desirable objects to the inter- 
ests of his church. When he 


first came among them, every 
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thing looked discouraging to one | 


of more limited views, or of less 
persevering fortitude, and happy 
skill in succeeding, by patient 
waiting. Weak, divided and 
prejudiced as they were, he took 
them by the hand as a father ; 
noticed their chiidren ; made no 
unnecessary distinctions ; shew- 
ed them that they were breth- 
ren, and had a great work before 
them, which called for their 
united prayers; introduced use- 
ful books of instruction for all a- 
ges ; visited them from house to 
house ; led them to regard him 
as their common friend, as a 
pastor who came to feed all the 
flock ; and soon became the hap- 
py meaus of their growing un- 
ion. Different sentiments may 
still exist among them, on the 
subjects and mode of baptism, 
yet they are one in their afiec- 
tion to him,and his ministry. 
In this view of him, as a provi- 
dent father uniting all in respect 
and affection, the loss must be 
truly great tothat people. They 
consider it almost irreparable : 
the ark is covered with sack- 
cloth : the gates of Zion mourn ; 
the minister of the altar is de- 
parted ; and the people, weeping 
at the porch, exclaim, “ My fa- 
iher, my father, the chariot of Is- 
vacl and the horsemen thereof.” 

1f we consider hischaracter in 
the light which Paul holds be- 
fore Timothy, as one that “ rul- 
eth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection nith all 
gravily,” he will appear no less 
respectable as a Christian bishop. 
Rarely is one to be found, who 
more wisely couducted the best 
interests of a family, and had 
all concerns more regularly ad- 
justed. Much as a friend or 
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stranger, on entering his house, 
would be pleased with his open. 
ness and hospitality, he would 
be still more gratified, in behold. 
ing the beautiful regularity aad 
religious order which he observed 
in his family. Each knew his 
place and time ; and while the 
father, encircled by a numerous 
family, led in sacred reading, 
they were ready for the portion 
assigned them. This being fin. 
ished, they all regularly united 
ina hymn of praise, and rose to 
receive a father’s blessing, while 
he addressed the throne of grace. 
All this regular course of daily 
religious service usually occupied 
no longer time than much less 
variety of performances, in fam- 
ilies of less order and little sys- 
tem. While, in most families, the 
youngest members exegpise but 
little, ifany.active part inreligious 
worship, it was different here. 
The children were tanght to 
unite with their parent in hymn- 
ing praise to their Redeemer, al- 
most as soon as they could artic- 
ulate a word. This I have seen 
with a glow of admiration and 
pleasing surprise ; and when the 
babe had sung his hymn, was 
lifted by his father to the altar of 
holy prayer, and held between 
his arms, till his address to 
heaven was concluded. In his 
family were lessons exemplified, 
which at once reproved the neg- 
ligent, pleased the Christian, 
taught heads of families how 
much more could be done, than 
they had usually found time orn 
clination to effect; and made the 
wavering resolve, ** as for me f 
my house we will serve the Lord. 
This religion of the family, 
he taught his children to make 
practical. They were led by 
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him to love the sanctuary and 
all divine institutions, and to 
shew this religious affection by 
acts of benevolence. In all pub- 
lic contributions for missionary 
purposes and religious charities, 
he Jed his family and his people 
by example. It was a custom 
with him that every child of his 
house should cast his mites into 
the treasury ; and the example 
had no little influence with his 
church, and hence it probably 
was, in a great measure, that 
their public charities were far 
from being inconsiderable fora 
people of small numbers and but 
little wealth. In private acts 
of beneficence, no one doubted 
thathe was among the first ac- 
cording to his means, in the num- 
ber and value of them. He re- 
joiced greatly in the opening 
prospects of the Eastern nations 
receiving the gospel, and turning 
from darkness to light; and was 
forward in promoting Bible So- 
cieties and foreign missions. 

By his example his people 
were taught, that where the 
means of doing good are not so 
extensive as the benevolent heart 
could desire, this want may, in 
some degree, be supplied by in- 
dustry, prudence and economy. 
He labored “ the things which 
were good,” that he might not be 
burdensome to any, and “ might 
have to give to hin that needcth.” 
Jle never asked of his people 
any augmentation of his annual 
salary, which all his society 
knew would not half support his 
numerous family; and which 
they manifested a readiness to 
increase, by their frequent acts 
of benevolence, which he ac- 
Kknowledged with tears of grate- 
ful affection. Still he labored : 

Vor. VIL. No. 4, 


still he delighted in all useful in- 
dustry ; still he promoted benev- 
olent institutions, never pleading 
poverty, nor withholding his 
gifts, but went about doing good. 
Though numerous domestic 
cares occupied much of his tirve, 
when the higher duties of the 
ministry had no immediate de- 
mands, yet he neglected not 
the calls of his fellow-laborers in 
the vineyard, to whom he was 
always a dear and much beloved 
brother. In their special and 
ordinary assemblings, no one was 
more generally present and punc- 
tual in attendance. Brotherly 


sidered as a duty of first impor- 
tance; and no one more fully 
labored to strengthen their hands, 
and unite all hearts, in whatever 
would so much conduce to the 
prosperity of the church.—In 
councils and conferences, in sol- 
emp, mournful, or joyous sea- 
sons, he was always prepared to 
obey the calls of Providence, and 
respectfully regard the invita- 
tions of his brethren. When 
counsel was desired, and his o- 
pinion or judgment was request- 
ed, he was deliberate; and when 
fixed did not waver; humble 
and modest in giving his senti- 
ments, but decided when given. 
Though adhering to his judg- 
ment, he was very far from eve- 
ry appearance of wishing to 
dictate for others, or of crouding 
his sentiments on his brethren : 
always meek and charitable, he 
desired others to speak their 
own unbiased opinions, claiming 
only the same liberty for himself 


which he cheerfully admitted 


for others. 








In religious revivals in neigh- 





boring societies, the presence of 
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love among the ministry he con- _ 
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few ministers was ever more de- 
sived, or more welcome to the 
anxious, the enquiring or pious 
inind. His subjects of address 
were peculiarly adapted to soul 
concerns, at such seasons ; they 
were directly, and plainiy, and 
fully to the state of awakened 
hearers ; and his feelings and his 
heart seemed to go forth in the 
subject. lie was considered an 
experiinental preacher, and his 
hearers loved the language of 
the heart. In such seasons he 
usuaily addressed his audience 
without the use of many written 
votes, and in that familiar and 
appropriate language, which, if 
iu a degree, Wanting in correct- 
ness or elegance, was happily 
adapted to enlighten the mind 
searching for truth, and to me- 
hiovate the heart feeling its epir 
itual ueeds.. His hearers did not 
want to be amused with tropes 


or words, but were hungry for 


ihe bread of life. ‘This food he 
desired to piace before thein ; 
they believed it—they viewed 
him as a friend te souls, and he 
was dear to them. “Oh, whal 
shall I do ?” wasa subject taken 
from one ef the prophets, from 
which he addressed an awaken- 
ed audience, with a very happy 
effect; which was long remem- 
bered, and, to this day, is often 
mentioned. 

In personal experience, he 
was no stranger to affliction. He 
was aman of many infirmities 
of body, though seldom confined 
for any considerable duration, or 
prevented from the labors of the 
ministry. His teinporal circum- 
stances were slraitened, yet he 
was always cheerfully. resigned, 
and was never heard to complain 
as if his lot weve hard. Frequent- 


Memoirs of the Rev. Sanmel Jiitis. 





i Arnit, 


ly would he say to his family 
amidst their fears, “ come let us 
think of our many mercies.” The 
goodness of God and the liber. 
alilies of an affectionate people 
were his perpetual solace. Tho’ 
possessing the most tender affec. 
tion to his family, he could on 
his leaving the world, commit 
them, wilhout any apparent fear 
or distrust, to the holy keeping 
of that fatherly Providence, who 
had hitherto preserved them, be- 
lieving that God “ mould pro. 
vide,” and confiding in the pro- 
mise of the widow's God and the 
Father of the fatherless. He had 
seen interred his first and his 
second wife ; each of whom died 
leaving an infant babe, who, with 
six other children, one of whom 
isin the ministry, and another, 
haviog finished a collegiate ed- 
ucation, is preparing for public 
usefulness, survive their father, 
and live to comfort the heart of 
his mourning widow.+ 

In religious experience, though 
long before his ministry, he had 
a hopeful evidence of thatchange 
of heart to which the promises 
are made, and though this hope 
continued, in a brighter or more 
obscure degree, while he lived, 
yel, at times, he passed through 
clouds of mental darkness which 
were distressing to him ; but his 
faith and hope brightened as his 
sun was setting, and his ministry 
was drawing towards the close. 

On the last Sabbath of his 
public labors, which was five 
days before his death, though 1 
usual health, he was unusually 
impressed, as though he should 


* Since the above Memoir was te- 
ceived, we have heard that Mrs. 
MILs is dead; with the circum: 
stances we are unacquainted.--E.95 
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continue with his people but a 

very short time: he intimated 

to them, that this might be the 

last Sabbath in which they would 

see his face or hear his voice. 

After religious service, in the af- 

ternoon, he rode out two miles 

to visit a dying person, and re- 

turned in the evening, and at- 

tended his usttal religious con- 

ference. On the following day, 

he enjoyed society as usual, but 
in the night succeeding, he awoke 
in great distress. On Thursday, 
he was sensible of approaching 
death, gave counsel te his fami- 
ly and some members of his 
church, exhorting them to a 
prayerful life, to the cultivation 
of brotherly love, and to union in 
building up the walls of Zion. 
After this, he called his children 
round his death-bed, and desired 
them to sing, and mentioned a 
psalm for them. He even sung 
himself just before he died ; and, 
seeing his children affected, said 
to one of them, “ Go, pray that 
your father snay safely arrive at 
the New Jerusalem.” Thus in 
holy triumph can the Christian 
die.” “ Odeath! where ts thy 
ding? O grave! where is thy 
victory ?” He gave directions 
concerning his interment ; desir- 
ed that his brethren in the min- 
istry might be present, at the fu- 
neral solemnities ; requested one, 
by name, to preach on the occa- 
sion, and another to address his 
church, and a third to break the 
bread to his bereaved brethren 
on the first communion Sabbath. 
Having finished his directions, ! 
he turned with a parting look to 
his family, and commending 
them to the throne of grace, and 
his soul to God, he fell asleep, 
on Thursday evening, February 





short illness of three days, in the 
sixty-second year of his age, and 
the twenty-eighth of his minis- 
try. “ Write, blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord.” 


—oDto— 


Further Sketches of the Life of th€ 
Rev. William Tennent. 


Tre biographical account of 
the Rev. William Tennent, con- 
tained in the Magazine for last 
December, gave an authentic 
relation of that extraordinary 
event in his hife, which bas usu- 
ally been called his trance. The 
remainder of the biography of 
that excellent man, in the publi- 
cation from which the account 
was taken, is long ; sufficient to 
occupy from twenty-five to thir- 
ty pages of the Magazine. It 
consists, priucipally, of a great 
number of minute anecdotes, 
concerning the ordinary events 
of his life, the most of which, 
it is thought, could not afford 
much entertainment or benefit 
to our readers. That part of it 
which is }j:.ely to be interesting, 
is contained in the following sum- 
mary and extracts. 

After the restoration of his 
health and his mental powers, 
he pursued, with much atten- 
tion, the study of Theology, to 
which he had been previously 
devoted, and which had long 
been the object of his most ar- 
dent desire. In his studies he 
made a rapid proficiency, anc 
soon t:came a preacher of the 
gospel. In a short time after 
he commenced a preacher, he 
was invited to take the pastoral 
care of the church in Freehold, 
in New-Jersey, which had be- 
come vacant by the death of his 
excellent brother, the Rev. John 
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1732, in the 26th year of his 
age. Mr. William Tennent was 
ordained to the charge of the 
same church, in October, 1733 ; 
where hecontinued till his death. 
At the time of his ordination, he 
was twenty-eight years of age, 
and he continued with his peo- 
ple forty-four years. 

The extraordinary scene which 
he had been through, leaving an 
impression upon his mind which 
no time eould erase, gave an air 
of deep solemnity to his deport- 
ment, and added to his preach- 
ing a fervor and pathos, which 
rendered his ministerial labors 
peculiarly interesting and im- 
pressive. He spoke of the eter- 
nal world as if possessed of the 
strongest views of its great real- 
ilies, as expecting soon to return 
to those unutterable scenes, of 
which he had received so deep 
all impression. 

Nothing occurred in the se- 
quel of his life, in any degree, of 
the nature of the remarkable e- 
vent which has been described : 
yet being a man of strong feel- 
ings, and of a natural texture 
peculiarly susceptible, there 
were several instances in which 
his emotions of joy, terror, des- 
pondency, hope, were such as to 
deprive him, for a little season, 
of the ordinary exercise of his 
natural powers. ‘I'hese events 
were similar to many which 
have been furnished by the va- 
rious ages of the church, to ma- 
ny which appeared in. divers 
parts of this country in Mr. Ten- 
uenl’s time, and of which there 
were so many instances in the 
great work of religion which 
took place a few years since in 
our western country. 

As a minister of Christ, Mr. 
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Tennent was distinguished for 
his humble and fervent piety, 
and for his great zeal for the sa}. 
vation of immortal souls. He 
was exclusively devoted to the 
work of the ministry of recon. 
ciliation, sparing no labor or suf. 
ferings in the performance of his 
duties, not counting his life dear, 
that he might win souls to Christ. 
As he was led by inclination to 
extend his ministerial Jabors, his 
peculiar qualifications asa min- 
ister ,and a Christian, rendered 
him eminently fitted to be an 
itinerant laborer in the vineyard 
of his Lord. His fervent piety 
was tempered with a watchful 
decorum of conduct; while his 
zeal for God was accompanied 
with a pleasantness of manners, 
calculated to induce the stupid 
and unbelieving to think favora- 
bly of the religion of the divine 
Saviour. 

In the memorable revival of 
religien which extended over a 
great portion of our country in 
1741, and a few succeeding years, 
Mr. Tennent took a great inte- 
rest. In common with White- 
field, Davenport, Buell, and se- 
veral others, who now rest from 
their labors in the blessedness of 
God, he labored abundantly as 
an ilinerant preacher, in various 
and distant parts of the country. 
As his labors were great, they 
were eminently attended with 
the divine blessing. ‘They ap- 
peared to be instrumental, 
through the mercy of God, of 
awakening multitudes to a sol- 
emn consideration of divine 
things and of the hopeful con- 
version of many souls. ‘To some 
aged persons now living, his 
memory and labors are peculiar- 
ly dear, and to many who are 
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united with him in the heavenly 
state, they will be still more 
dear, through eternity. The la- 
bors, piety, and zeal of Edwards, 
Whitefield, Tennent, and their 
great coadjutors, at that inter- 
esting period, were the means 
employed in the mercy of God 
of rescuing the American church 
from a flood of error then rolling 
upon it, and of awaking it from 
a state of the most dangerous se- 
curity. 

As Mr. Tennent’s ministry 
was successful as an ilinerant, it 
was also eminently blessed a- 
mong his own people, and in his 
immediate vicinity. His church 
was numerous, many of his peo- 
ple were distinguished for active 
and fervent piety, many sought 
to enjoy the blessing of his min- 
istry and rejoiced in the _privi- 
lege. 

Some further account of this 
venerable servant of God, will 
be best fougd in the following 
extracts from his biography : 


“ Resignation to the will of 
God in all his dispensations, how- 
ever dark and afilictive, was a- 
mong the excellent graces that 
adorned the character of this 
man of God. He had been tried 
in the course of God’s provi- 
dence in various ways ; but do- 
mestic afflictions, as yet, had not 
heen laid upon him. The 
time, however, was now come 
when his character was to be 
brightened by a severe test of 
his resignation and obedience, a 
test attended with many pecu- 
liarly distressing circumstances. 
His youngest son had just come 
into public life ; had commenced 
the practice of physic; was mar- 
nied, and had one child. To 


the great distress of the par- 
ents, he discovered, though pos- 
sessed of the swectest temper 
and most agreeable manners, no 
regard to the things that belong- 
ed to his eternal peace. Wholly 
negligent of religion, he indul- 
ged without restraint in the gai- 
ety and follies of the world.— 
The pious father was incessant 
at the throne of grace in behalf 
of his dissipated son ; and was 
continually entertaining hopes 
that God would, by the influ- 
ences of his Spirit, arrest him in 
his career, and bring him into 
the church of Christ, before his 
own summons should arrive; that 
he might die in peace, under the 
consoling hope of meeting this 
dear child in a better world. 
God, however, had determined 
otherwise ; and the son, while 
engaged in inoculating a number 
of persons, in a house he had 
chtained for the purpose, near 
his father’s neighborhood, was 
seized in an unusually violent 
manner, with a raging fever.— 
With the disorder, he was brot" 
to a sudden and alarming view 
of his lost condition by nature, 
and the grievous transgressions 
of his past life. His sins were 
all set in dread array against 
him. A horrible darkness, and 
an awful dread of the eternal 
displeasure of Jehovah, fell on 
him, so as to make him the 
dreadful example of a convinced 
sinner, trembling under the con- 
founding presence of an angry 
God. The affectionate and pi- 
ous father was constantly in 
prayer and supplication, that 
God would have mercy upon 
him. He seldom left the side 
of his bed. For many days the 





| fever raged with unabated fury ; 
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but the immediate distresses | person, who, by the infinite mer. 


which it occasioned, were lost 
or forgotten in the severer pains 
of anawakened conscience. Such 
was the height to which his an- 
guish at last arose, that the bed 
on which he lay was shaken by 
the violent and united convul- 
sions of mind and body. The pa- 
sents were touched to the quick ; 
and their unqualified submission 
to God, a sovereign God, was put 
to the most rigorous proof. But 
in due time they came out of the 
furnace, as gold tried in the fire. 
God, in his infinite and conde- 
scending grace and mercy, was 
at last pleased, in some measure, 
to hear the many prayers put 
up by the parents, and many 
pious friends, for the relief of 
the poor sufferer. His views of 
the fost state of man by nature ; 
of the only means of salvation, 
through the death and suTerings 
of the Saviour; of the neces- 
sity of the inward regenerating 
grace of the > Holy Spirit, became 
Ciear and consistent, 2 and the im- 
por lance o! a practical acguaint- 
ance wilh these things was deep- 


_ dy and rationally impressed on 
He now saw that | 

. . | 
calvation, which he had deem- 


his mind. 


ed almost or altogether hopeless 
to him, was possible. His mind 
became calm, and he attended 


to religious instruction and ad-} 


vice. Ina short time he began 
to give as much evidence of a 
ch auge of heart asa death-bed 

pentance (rarely to be greatly 

shied on) can easily aiford. He 
sent for his companions i ii- 
pret and, netwithstanding his 
disorder, exeried himself to the 
utmost to address them, which 
he did in the most solemn, aw- 
ful, and impressive manner, as a 











cy of a prayer-hearing God, had 
been delivered from a hell gaps 
ing toreceive him. He besought 
them, by all the terrors of ever. 
lasting destruction ; by all the 
love they ought to hear to their 
own immortal souls; by the love 
of a crucified Jesus, who poured 
out his soul unto death, that 
they might live for ever; ‘uy 
his own awful sufferings and ter- 
rible example ; that they would 
repent and turn to God. This 
happy change was a reviving cor- 
dial to the distressed aud suffer- 
ing father. His soul was over- 
joyed, and his mouth was full 
of the praises of redeeming love. 
His mind and spirils were here- 
by prepared, with true resigua- 
tion, to surrender the son of his 
advanced age to the God who 
gave him. After a few days 
more of severe suffering in body, 
but rejoicing in mind, the son 
was removed from time to eler- 
nity. There being“no minister 
in the neighborhood, the father 
undertook to preach a funeral 
sermon. All the son’s old com- 
panions that could be sent to, 
were specially invited, and the 
old gentleman preached in such 
a manner, with a particular ad- 
dress to the young men, as to as- 
ionish every hearer ; and while 
the seriously inclined wondered 
and adored, the careless were 
confounded and greatly alarm- 
ed. 

“Scarcely had Mr. Tennent 
got over this heavy affliction, 
and returned to an active and 
useful conrse of life for a few 
years, when God again called 
him to another severe and ardu- 
ous struggle of the same nature. 
His eldest son, John, promised 
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fair to make a distinguished fig- 
are ia life, had possessed a large 
‘ave in the affections of both 
isther and mother, and was morc 
jeay to their hearts than cver, 
ince the death of his brother. 
itso happened, that the father 
was called to New York to heal 
come differences between the 
wembers of the church there. 
The next morning after his ar- 
rival, he went into a bookstore, 
when cue of the ministers of the 
episcopal church came in, and on 
being introduced to him, after the 
common salutations, told him 
that he condoled with him on 
the death of his eldest son in the 
West Indies. The old gentle- 
nan was at first slruck dumb. 
Vith difficulty he soon inquired 
Low the news came; and being 
informed that it was by a cir- 
caitous route, he suddenly turn- 
ed and said, * The will of the 
Lord be done.” ‘The clergyman 
observed, that it was happy for 
him lo be able so cordially to 
submit to it. Mr. ‘Tennent re- 
plied, ‘The Lord is my God, 
his will be done.’ On being 
asked by the book-seller, who 
was his particular friend, to re- 
tive into the house, and endeav- 
or to settle hisacind, he answer- 
ed, ‘1am come onthe Lord’s 
business ; upy duty requires that 
Tshould finish it; when that is 
dove f shall have time enough 
le mourn for my sou.’ He im- 
uicdiately set off to attend his 
appoitment, finished the busi- 
ness to his satisfaction, and next 
day returned home, where he 
found that a letter had been re- 
ceived by a neighbor, containing 
the same information which he 
had before received. Thus, on 
the most trying occasion, he 
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showed the same submission to 
the allotment of divine provi- 
dence that was discoverable in 
all his former conduct.” 


The following extract of a let- 
ter from Mr. Tennent to the 
writer of his Memoirs, immedi- 
ately afier hearing of the death 
of his eldest son, affords a strik- 
ing exhibition of the state of his 
mind on that trying occasion. 


“Tt is now above fifty years 
since my soul resigned itself to 
God in Jesus Christ. I had then 
neither son nor daughter ; I was 
completely satisfied with him, 
and blessed be his name, I am 
so now. Have I then reason to 
cry out as if ruined? O! no: 
on the contrary, I have the ut- 
most reason for thanksgiving, 
that he has not, in righteous 


judgment, deprived me of him- 


self, in whom al! fullness dwells. 
My wife and myself are now 
hastening to childhood ; if spar- 
ed a few years, we shall need 
one to Icad us; and we shall 
look to you under God. All 
the benefit you can expect from 
so doing, will consist in the sat- 
isfaction of your own mind, that 
you have helped two old peo- 
ple through the last steps of 
their pilgrimage.” 

On the letter, the Biographer 
makes the following reflections : 


“Thus did this pious man 
turn evety event of life, how- 
ever afflictive, to the praise and 
glory of Ged, and he seldom 
omitted an opportunity of in 
culealing the same disposition 
on all his acquainiance.” 

We are now to attend this 
faithful Christian to the close 


of his life. 
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152 Religious Intelligence. 


« About the latter end of Feb- 
ruary, or the beginuing of March, 
1777, Mr. ‘Tennent was suddenly 
er with a fever, atlended by 

iotent symptoms. Ife sent for 
his family physician, who was in 
ihe act of setting off for the le- 
gislature of the state, of which 
he was a member. He called 
on his patient on his way, but 
could spend but a few minutes 
with him. He, however, exa- 
mined carefully into Mr. T’s 
complaints, and the symptoms 
attending the disorder. With 
great candor the physician in- 
jormed his patient, that the at- 
tack appeared unusually vio- 
lent 3 that the case required the 
best medical aid, and that it was 
out of his power lo atlend him. 
He feared thal, at liis advanced 
age, there was not strength of 
nature sufficient lo overcome so 
severe a shock, and that his 
syuiptoms scarccly adinilted of a 
favorable prognostic. ‘The good 
old man received this news with 
his usual submission to the di- 
vine will; for, as he had always 
<ousidered himself as bouud for 
eternity, he had endeavored so 
to live, that when the summons 
eee come, he would have 

iothing to do but to die. Tie 
c eatraly replied, “ [Tam very sen- 
«ble of the violence of my disor- 
der, that it has ra mene d my con- 
stitution to all uucoaimon de- 
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gree, and beyond what I have 
ever befor expericnced, and wa 
it is accompanied with sg 

toms of approaching dissolution, ; 
but, blessed be God, I have no 
wish to live, if it should be his 
will and pleasure to call me 
hence.” After a moment’s 
pause, he seemed to recollect 
himself, and varied the expres. 
sion thus: “ Blessed be God, | 
have no wish to live, ifit should 
be his will and pleasure to call 
me hence, unless it should be to 
see a happy issue to the severe 
and arduous controversy my 
country is engaged in ; but, even 
in this, the will of the Lord be 
done.” 

* During his whole sickness, 
he continued perfectly resigned 
io the divine will, until death 
was swallowed up in victory, on 
the 8th day of March, 1777. 
His body was buried in his own 
church, at Freehold, a numerous 
concourse of people, composed, 
not only of the members of his 
own congregation, but of the 
inhabitants of the whole adja- 
cent country, attending his fune- 
ral.” 





The nearcr we look at the 
‘character of the faithful ser- 
vants of God, the more clear is 
the discovery of their excellen- 
cy. The memory of the just is 
\ ble ssed. 








{ The following extracts are from an 
Appendix to the Ninth Re sport of 
the British and Foreign” Bible 
Society. An abstract of that Re- 
port was published in Feb. last. 
Tew events can excite so ceep an 
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interest in the minds of all the 
friends of divine truth, as the 
ie ition of the Bible Society of 

. Peters burgh. It is not only 
a work of C ‘hristians of various 
professions, and Jews, cordially 
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united and ardently engaged, but 
of the Emperor and the Imperial 
Court. The Russian Empire in 
Europe and Asia, comprehends a 
greater extent of country and a 
greater variety of nations and lan- 
guages, than any other Empire, 
ancient or modern. We now see 
the government of this vast region 
resolving to repay the tribute re- 
ceived from their extended do- 
minions, with the rich treasure of 
the Word of Life.] Eps. 


1. Extract of a letter from Peters- 
burgh, December 25, 1812, 


“ In my last of the 9th inst. I in- 
formed you of my having delivered 
to the prince Galitzin, the memori- 
al and plan for a Bible Society in St. 
Petersburgh, and of the very friend- 
ly manner in which he received me, 
&c. I have now to inform you, that 
his imperial majesty has confirmed 
the whole. I was this morning with 
the prince, and saw the resolution 
siened by the emperor. In order to 
give it the effect of a public law or 
Ukase, it must pass through the 
ordinary forms in the Senate, and 
thisrequires a week ortwo. Then 
the memorial, plan, and resolution, 
will be printed at the expense of the 
state ; I will take the same oppor- 
tunity to throw offa few hundred 
copies for distribution. You cannot 
conceive what a deep interest prince 
Galitzin and those about him take 
in this affair ; and I have been as- 
sured that his imperial majesty is no 
ss interested in it. They cannot 
cnough admire the simplicity of the 
plan ; and they seem fully to per- 
ceive how well calculated it is to 
promote the greatest good. 

“ The interest which the higher 
ranks take in it is traly astonishing. 
rhe prince Galitzin has already had 
all vour Eight Reports translated 
into Russian. Itis now the common 
wpic of conversation, and every 
wacre Causes the greatest joy.” 


2. Extract of another Ictter from Pe- 
tersburgh, January 18, 18153. 

“ Could I put on paper all I have 
een and heard, and felt, since the 
4th inst. N.S. on which dav the 
‘Mperial OKase concerning the Bi- 
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ble Society appeared, it would trans- 
port you with joy, and you would 
consider yourselves richly rewarded 
for all your exertions. Jews and 
Christians, Russians and Armeni- 
ans,* Catholics and Protestants, have 
with one voice acknowledged that 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty is the wonder of the nineteenth 
century ; and that it is the only ade- 
quate means that ever was devised 
for civilizing and evangelizing the 
world. The impulse which his im- 
perial majesty and his first minis- 
ters have given, has been felt by all 
ranks ; and every one seems ambi- 
tious to promote a scheme big with 
blessings to his fellow-men. The 
conviction which it was wished grad- 
ually to produce, has already been 
produced ; and the design is now 
formed to give the plan all the scope 
you can possibly wish, and that toan 
extent which we never should have 
ventured to propose.” 

Speaking of the meeting held in 
the house of prince Galitzin, which 
ended in the formation of the Peters- 
burgh Bible Society, the writer ob- 
serves : 

*‘ It was truly delightful to see the 
unanimity whieh actuated this as- 
sembly, composed of Christians of 
the Russian Greek Church, of Ar- 
menians, of Catholics, of Luther- 
ans, and of Calvinists, and all met 
for the express purpose of making 
the gospel of the grace of God 
sound out from the shores of the 
Baltic to the Eastern Ocean, and 
from the Frozen Ocean tothe Black 
Sea, and the borders of China ; by 
putting into the hands of Christians 


emg 


* The Armenians are the preofile of 


Armenia in the west of Asiae They 
embraced Christianity, and had a 
version of the Scrifitures in their 


own language, in the beginning of 


the fifth century. They never sub- 
mitted to the Church of Rome. 
Having ever been an enterpfirising, 
trading freofile, they were eminently 
instrumental in the middle ages, 
and since that time, they have done 
much, in fireserving some knowl- 
edge of Christianity in astern 
Countries. Kus. 
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and Mahometans, of Lamites and 
the votaries of Shaman, with many 
other heathen tribes, the Oracles of 
the living God. Here we had anoth- 
er proof of what the Bible can do, 
and of the veneration which all 
Christians have for this blessed 
book. We see that it is still capa- 
ble of uniting Christians in the bond 
of peace. It is the standard lifted 
up by the Son of Jesse, around which 
all his followers rally, in order to 
carry it in triumph over the whole 
globe.” 


S. Extract of a letter from Prince 
Galitzin, President of the Peters- 
burgh Bible Society, to Lord 
"Feignmouth. 

“St. Petersburgh, Feb. 25, 1815. 


“J have the honor to acquaint 
your lordship, that, in consequence 
of a communication made to me by 
the Rev. Mr Paterson, on the part 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety established in London, I felt 
it my duty officially to lav before his 
imperial majesty a project for es- 
tablishing a society on similar prin- 
ciples in St. Petersburgh. It gives 
me infinite satisfaction to add, that 
his imperial majesty was graciously 
pleased to approve of the proposal, 
and to sanction the formation of a 
Bible Society in St. Petersburgh. 

* The sole object of our Society is 
the distribution of the Old and New 
Testament, throughout the Russian 
empire, in all languages, excepting 


the Sclavonic : for this a particular | 


privilege is preserved to the Holy 
Synod. When your lordship consid- 
ers the number of European and 
Asiatic dialects which prevail in the 
several provinces of the Russian em- 








| 
' 


pire ; above all, if a correct idea | 


can be formed of the state of many 
of these provinces with regard to re- 
ligious knowledge ; then I am sure 
your lordship will feel with me, that 
no Bible Society, yet formed on the 
Continent of Europe, can have ob- 
jects in view more vast in. extent 
and importance, than those to be 
accomplished by the Bible Society 
in St. Petersburgh. 

‘ “TJ am particularly charged by 
the Committee, to. convey their 
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thanks to the British and Forejon 
Bible Society in London, for their 
liberal donation of 500I. sterling - 
which has been received through the 
hands of Mr. Paterson. Indepen- 
dent of the encouragement this sum 
has given to our valuable and rising 
institution, we consider its intrinsic 
value to be greatly increased ; hye. 
cause we hail it as an omen that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in 
London will be disposed to enter 
with us into full and friendly corres- 
pondence, and to consider us hence- 
forth as a part of themselves, en- 
gaged with them in the noblest un 
dertaking which can dignify the ef- 
forts of man.” 


4. Extract of a Letter from the Co- 
lombo Auxiliary Bible Socicty, 
patronized by the Governor and 
Council of Ceylon. 


“The great influence that such a 
decided protection of our society, 
openly avowed by Government, will 
have upon the people of this country, 
must be too well known to you to 
require any explanation of the ad- 
vantages that we hope to derive 
from such an effectual assistance. 

* You must also know that in this 
settlement the Christian Religion is 
already professed by all the chief 
native inhabitants, and _higlily res- 
pected by the natives of every de- 
scription. Far from any disgrace 
attaching to those who are convert- 
ecl to Christianity, their private rep- 
utation is increased, and their poiit- 
ical capacity enlarged : for new sit- 
uations of rank and emolument are 
brought within their reach ; and the 
native Christian may aspire to 4 


| promotion, from which the heathen, 


under this Government, has bee 
long excluded. We have therefore 
no shadow of reason here for those 


imaginary objections, which so lonz, 


operated against the propagation oi 
Christianity on the Continent of In- 
dia ; where many of our country- 
men were alarmed into an appre- 
hension, that an attempt to extend 
the religion of Christ, by the mild 
est means of instruction and persua- 
sion, would be the immediate ruin 0! 
the British empire in Hindostan” 
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5, Extract of a letter from Smyrna, 
dated April S, 1812. 


«“ J] am happy to say, the Testa- 
ments,in Ancientand ModernGreek, 
have, some time since, been ail sold, 
and I have had numerous applica- 
tions for more: I therefore have to 

uest a further remittance of 200, 
which I shall wait for with impa- 
tience. In the mean time I shall 
tuke the first good opportunity of 
sending the money which I have re- 
ceived to Mr. Laing. I presented a 
copy two days ago to the Greek 
bishop, who received it very gra- 
ciously, and showed me a copy of 
the edition printed at Halle, from 
which I believe this is taken. 

“] am much pleased to find that 
the Monks do not object to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures. They 
make no objection to the Testa- 
ments ; but seem to consider the 
Kible as mutilated, on account of the 
omission of the Apocrypha. I shall 
be glad of a fresh supplv of French 
and Italian Testaments, and French 
Bibles, 100 of each of the former, 
and a dozen of the latter.” 


6. Extract of a Letter from the Mis- 
sionaries in Labrador, January 16, 
1813, 


“To the worthy British and For- 
eign Bible Society, we beg you to 
present our most cordial thanks for 
the Gospel according to St John, 
printed in the Esquimaux language, 
and presented to us bound in the 
best manner. Our hearts are filled 
with gratitude towards them for 
this valuable donation, and we pray 
the Lord richly to reward them for 
it, and cause all their labors of love 
to succeed for his glory and the wel- 
tare of mankind. Our people take 
this little book with them to the isl- 
ancs when they go out in search of 
provisions: and in their tents, or 
snow houses, spend their evenings 
in reading it with great edification 
and blessing. They often beg us to 
tank the Society in their name, 
when we write to England.” 

“From Okkak similar expressions 
of gratitude ave received ; and the 
Christian Esquimaux, in all the 
three settlements, know no g:eater 
pcasure, than to assemble together 
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in the evening, when they return 
from the sea, or their hunting 
grounds, in some large tent or 
house, to hear the word of God 
read by one of the party, adult or 
child, who has been instructed in 
the schools established in each place. 


7. Extract from the First Report of 
the Caicutta Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, 1812.* 

“The native Portuguese spread 
over India, and computed to be, col- 
lectively, about fifty thousand, first 
presented themselves to the conside- 
ration of the Committee. It being 
understood that a thousand copies 
of the Portuguese New-Testament 
had been shipped for India by order 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, it was agreed to purchase 
them for immediate circulation a- 
mong the Portuguese at this Presi- 
dency, and at Fort St. George. ‘The 
Committee were disappointed of 
this supply by the loss of the Eliza- 
beth, in which ship the books were 
sent. ‘hey have however recently 
obtained, from the Corresponding 
Committee of the Bible Society, 700 
Portuguese New-Testaments, which 
they are now distributing, both a- 
mong Roman Catholic and Protes- 
tant Portuguese. They have also 
voted two thousand Portuguese Bi- 
bles, and a further supply of four 
thousand New-Testaments, to be 

rocured from England. ‘hese are 
intended, partly for the use of Cal- 
cutta and its dependencies, and part- 
ly for circulation among the Portu- 
guese on the coast of Coromandel 
and Malabar, and on the island of 

Ceylon. 

“ The next object, which called 
for the attention of the Committee, 
was an adequate supply o: the 
Scriptures for the use of the native 
Christians conversant in ep Bop 
language; being not only those at- 
cached to the Protestant Mission at 
Tanjore, Trichinapoly, and ‘Tran- 

uebar, including the districts of 

Madura and Tenevelly at the south- 

—=——— 

* This society has been sufiprorted 
by the liberal contributions of above 
500 freraons of all ranks and of dif- 

Serent Christian fiersuasions. 
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ern extremity of the Peninsula ; but 
also a considerable part of the in- 
habitants of the contiguous district 
of Jafina on the northern side of the 
island of Ceylon. ‘The entire num- 
ber of persons who speak and can 
read the Tamul language has not 
yet been ascertained. But those be- 
longing to the Tanjore Mission a- 
lone, including the ‘Tenevelly dis- 
trict, have been computed at nearly 
twelve thousand ; of whom almost 
all the men are represented as able 
to read, and eager for books. The 
number of Christians on the coast of 
Coromandel alone, exclusive of those 
resident in Jaffna and other parts of 
the island of Ceylon, may be com- 
puted at twenty thousand. 

“For the immediate use of this 
body of Christians, the Committee 
authorized the purchase of 800 
copies of the Tamul New-Testa- 
ment, which, it was understood, had 
been printed by Dr. John, at Tran- 
quebar, after the purchase of a for- 
mer cdition, by donations from this 
Presidency, at the commencement 
of the year 1810. The distribution 
of the copies last purchased has not 
yet been communicated ; but the let- 
ters of Dr. John and Mr. Kohlhoff, 
relative to the first limited distribu- 
tion of the Tamul and Portuguese 
Scriptures, with the testimonials 
which accompanied them, evince 
how much this beneficent act of 
truly Christian charity was needed ; 
and how gratefully and joyfuily it 
has been received. It was further 
proposed by the Committce to print 
an edition of 1000 copics of the ‘Ta- 
mul version ofthe Bible, by Fabrici- 
us, aS soon as an arrangement could 
be made with the proprietors of the 
"Famul presses at Tranquebar, and 
Vepery. But, on inquiry, it was 
found that the work could not be 
undertaken at either of those press- 
es, without great delay ; and a high- 
er charge than would attend the 
casting a fount of Tamul types and 
printing in Bengal. Mr. W. Ward, 
one of the proprietors of the mission 
press at Serampore, furnished an 
estimate for printing oriental Edi- 
tions of the New-Testament ; by 
which it appeared that an edition of 
5000 copies of the New-Testament 
could be printed, in any language, 





for the sum of 3000 Sa. Rs. exclusive 
of paper, and the salary of a cor- 
rector of the press. The Committe 
had therefore no hesitation in deter- 
mining to print 5000 copies of the 
Tamu) New-'Testament at the Su 
ampore press, from the approved 
version of Fabricius ; and they have 
to acknowledge the facilities afford- 
ed by Dr. John, for the accomplish. 
ment of this object, by sending round 
his own corrector of the Lamu 
press ; with an experienced com- 
positor. Their acknowledgments 
are also due to Mr. Ward, and his 
disinterested associates, who, in un- 
dertaking to print the Scriptures at 
so low a rate as must essentially 
promote the circulation of them, de- 
clare their satisfaction to be greater 
than any they could derive from a 
pecuniary profit. It is calculated 
that the work will be finished in less 
than two years ; and that the ex- 
pense of 5000 copies, including pa- 
per and the correction of the press, 
will not exceed ten thousand rupees, 
or, with binding and every inciden- 
tal charge, at the utmost, two ru- 
pees and a half for each copy, of 
800 octavo pages. 

“The ready and zealous assist- 
ance of the honorable and Rev. J. 
T. Twisleton, chaplain to govern- 
ment and principal of schools on the 
island of Ceylon, has enabled the 
Committee to undertake a similar 
edition of a Cingalese version of the 
New-Testament, to be also printed 
at Serampore, for the use of the na- 
tive Christians of Ceylon, who speak 
and read the Cingalese language ; 
and who, on the lowest computation, 
are between three and four hundred 
thousand ; of whom two hundred and 
fifty thousand are Protestants. It 
appears, by Mr. Twisleton’s Ictters, 
that besides the Cingalcse New-Tes- 
tament and the books of Genesis and 
Exodus, which had Leen printed by 
the Dutch at Columbo, a_ native 
clergyman of the name of Philipz, 
translated part of the Old-Testa- 
ment, as far as the book of Job ; and 
that the manuscript is deposited a- 
mong the archives of the Dutch 
church at Columbo. On examina- 
tion, however, it was found to be in- 
complete ; and in many places cefi- 
cient ; so that little use could be 
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made of it, had not the Rev. Mr, , 
Giffening, 2 Dutch minister, born at | 
Cevlon, and versed in the Cingalese 
laiguage, so as to preach in it, un- 
dertaken, from motives of zeal and 
piety, to revise and complete the 
transjation, commenced by Mr. 
Philipz. From the labors of Mr. 
Giffening, the Committee hope to be 
hereafter supplied with the means 
of printing the whole bible in the 
Cingalese language ; and in the mean 
time they have been enabled, by 
Mr. Twisleton’s aid in sending 
copies of the Cingalese Scriptures 
already printed, with specimens of 
letters for an improved type, an in- 
telligent corrector of the press, and 
a Dutch printer who was employed 
for thirteen years at the govern- 


ment press at Columbo, to take | 
measures for having 5000 copies cf | 


the New Testament printed at the 
Serampore press without delay. 

“It remains to mention a fourth, 
and numerous Class of native Chris- 
tians, who speak the Malayalim, or, 
asit 18 more commonly called, the 
Malabar language, being the dialect 
of the inhabitants of Travancore, 
and the Malabar coast from Cape 
Comorin, to Cape Iili, or Dili. The 
cntirenumber of native Christians, 
conversant in this language, has 
been caiculated at 200,000 ; but in 
a recent estimate, obtamed from 
Father Louis, secretary to the bish- 
op of the Carmelite mission at Bom- 
bay, it is stated at 177,00. 

_“ Por the use of the Syrian Chris- 
tians, a ialayalim translation of the 
New-Tescament was commenced in 
the year 1806, under encourage- 
ment trom Colonel Macauley, late 
resident at Travancore, and the 
rerintendance of Mar Dionysius, 
uishop'ot the Maiabar Syrian church; 
cha the four Gospels have been 
uce printed at Bombay. By a let- 
ter irom the Rev, Mr. Martyn, who, 
i February last, made inquiries on 
tic subject at Bombay, it does not 
“ppear that the persons employed 


correct the press, wrote to the bish- 
op, requesting he would order the 
translators to procecd in the work 
with all possible diligence. The 
Committee have since accepted an 
offer from ‘Tinnapah Pillah, tocome 
round himself to Bengal forthe pur- 
pose of superintending an edition ot 
5000 copies of the Malavalim New- 
‘Testament, which ithas been deter- 
mined to print, at the Serampore 
press, as soon as the requisite prepa 

‘ations can be made for it. 

“It is further the intention of ihe 
Committee to print a Malayalin 
version of the New-Testament to be 
made from the Latin Vulgate, unde: 
the superintendance of the Romish 
bishop of Verapoli, and vicar-genc - 
ral ot Malabar, for the use of the 
Roman Catholic Christians on the 
Malabar coast, 2s soon as circum- 
stances may admit of it- It is un- 
derstood that the bishop of Veranoli 
has no objection to the circulation of 
the Scriptures among the Roman 
Catholic Christians ct his diccese ; 


Bombay, to assist in revising the Ma- 
layalim Gospeis printed there; in 
the expectation that one version 
would be suflicient for the whole of 
the Christians conversant with that 
language. But in consequence cf 
objections by Father Louis to the 
translation made by members of the 
Syrian church, the two priests re- 
turned to Malaber. A proof sheet 
of the work was afterwards cxam- 
ined by Padre Prospero, the vicar- 
ceneral of Malabar, and, as stated in 
a letter from Col. Macaulay, ‘ it ap- 
peared, after all the diligence appii- 
ed by him, that its faithtulness to the 
text of the Vulgate was a subject of 
surprise.” It may therefore still be 
hoped that the Malayalim version 
of the four Gospels printed at Bom- 
bay, and intended to be reprintec, 
with the remaindcr of the New-T'c 

tament, at the Serampore press, will 
be acceptable to many of the Roman 
Catholics, as well as to the Syrian 





i Making this version had proceed- 
“0 turther than the Gospels ; but at 
Mr, Martyn’s desire, ‘Tinnapah Pil- 
lah, who was first engaged in the 


insiation with Rembar, a casanar, 


Church. ‘ At all events, as observed 
by Col. Macaulay, the Malayatim 
Scriptures will be ‘joyfully received 
by the whole body of the Syrian 
church. “The very circumstance ot 





or priest of the Syrian Church, and 
Was afterwards sent to Bombay to 


their not passing through the hands 
lofa priest of the Church of Rome 


and he had even sent two priests to: 
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willeminently favor their reception 
with the Syrian Christians ;’ and, as 
added by him, * another impression 
may be published at a future period 
for the use of the Roman Catholics 
under the revision ct one of their 
ewn priests.’ 

“It appears from information re- 
ceived by Mr. Martyn at Goa, that 
there are about two hundred thou- 
sand native Christians in the Portu- 
guese territory, appertaining to that 
settlement, who speak the Canarese, 


or dialect of the province of Canara. | 
"Lhe estimated number of Christians | 
at Bombay and its dependencies ex- 


ceed sixty thousand ; the greater 
part of whom speak the Mahratta 


language, or a local dialect derived | 
from it. And, besides other smaller | 


bodies in different parts of India, the 


accession of Java, Amboyna, and | 
other eastern islands to the British | 


empire, has opened a wider field for 
diffusing the word of Divine Reve- 
Jation among numerous Classes of 
persons who have long since embra- 
ced the Protestant religion, under 
their late government, and who will 
acknowledge with gratitude a re- 
gard to their best interests from 
those to whom the dispensations of 
Providence have now made them 
subject, with all the obligations which 
result from it. By a communication 
from Dr. W. Hunter, one of the 
members of the Committee, it ap- 
pears that a considerable number 
of copies of the Malay Bible have 
been found at Batavia ; but he sug- 
gests the expediency of a Javanese 
version for the benefit of the natives 
of Java, who speak that language. 


He adds, that ‘no Dutchman has | 


ever atteinpted the Javanese ; al- 
though the correspondence with all 
the native courts, (except that of 
Bantam,) is carried on in that Jan- 
guage and character.” 


_An address circulated by this So- 
ciety to the Roman Catholic Chris- 
tians in India, after stating, that a 


Malayalim version of the Scriptures | 


was about to be printed for the Ro- 
man Catholic native Christians on 
the coast of Malabar, with the con- 
sent and under the inspection of the 
Bishop of Verapoli and vicar-gen- 
eral of Malabar; that, with the 


[ Arriz, 


permission of the archbishop of 
_ Goa, a Canara translation would be 
| printed for the 200,000 Christians of 
that district ; and that it was also 
intended to ere a Cingalese ver- 
sion for the Christians of Ceylon ; 
contains the following passage: 

“* Can it then be requisite to urge 
any argument with the community 
of the Romish Church in India, to 
| induce their ready and zealous sup- 
port of this institution ; the object of 
which is the same with that of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
so cordially and universally approv- 
ed by Christians of every sect and 
denomination in Europe ? To those 
who know and feel the infinite im- 
portance of Christianity, as connect- 
ed with the present and futare in- 
terests of mankind, it would be su- 
perfiuous to enlarge upon the mo- 
tives and obligations for promoting, 
to the utmost of their power, a 
benevolent and picus undertaking, 
| which, by the grace of God, may be 
productive of the most beneficial ef- 
fects. ‘he Committee of the Socie- 
ty instituted at Calcutta hereby in- 
vite the respectable and enlightened 
Roman Catholics of every part of 
India to join with one heart and 
mind, in a design which is equally 
interesting to all who believe the 
Gospel of Christ to contain the glad 
tidings of eternal life.” 





The Appendix contains nume- 
rous extracts from 103 petitions of 
natives applying for Bibles, some 
of which are very striking. The 
following extract is from a Hindoo 
| of the name of Kishtna to Dr. John: 
after begging to have both a Tamul 
and English Bible, he cbserves: 

“ Being acquainted a good de 
with the glorious transactions of the 
honorable Bible Society, and other 
benevolent London missionary and 
other religious tract societies, whose 
publications I frequently read when 
communicated by my Christian 
| friend ; and being impressed with 
the preference of the Christian love 
and communion, and above all with 
the saving knowledge which the 
Holy Bible contains, and enjoying 
myself comfort and satisfaction by 
the practice of these doctrines, and 
‘feeling the providence of my Crea- 
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tor in disposing my fate ; I am con- , 
scientiously bound to confess, rever- 
end father, that these are such 
weighty points as do not at all come 
from men, but from a far superior 
Hand, which rouses me from my nat- 
ural lethargy, and directs me to seek 
grace and mercy from the Lord our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. What makes 
me still delaying to make an open 
declaration of my weak faith, is,— 
Ist, my timidity ; 2d, my being still 
under filial obedience to my dear 

arents. whose tender and simple 
re will be dangerously affected 
if they come to know my resolution : 
and my relations, some of whom 
possess a desperate spirit, will cer- 
tainly make such a noise, that, not- 
withstanding my sufferings and trou- 
ble, I fear my parents will fall a vic- 
tim to their ignorance and affection. 

“ The establishment of some char- 
ity English and ‘Tamul schools now 
in these countries, and the benevo- 
lent plan which you have proposed 
to increase them throughout the 
country, I humbly consider, are the 
chief means by which many will 
read the Holy Bible, and be convin- 
ced of the difference between truth 
and falsehood. 

“You and other most worthy ben- 
efactors, who have the welfare of my 
nation so much at heart, and do the 
utmost in your power to promote it, 
in spite of all the unhappy objec- 
tions arising from the enemy of the 
good of mankind, will be highly re- 
warded by God Almighty, and you 
will see numbers of heathens with 
their families and children who will 
come and thank you in heaven, 
and prostrate themselves before the 
Lord, and glorify His sacred name, 
not only for his saving mercy, but 
also for having chosen you as sacred 
instruments for our salvation.” 


8. Extract of a Letter from a Ro- 
man Catholic Deacon at Scandi- 
nari, in Asiatic Turkey, written 
originally in Greek. 


“Twas utterly astonished on re- 
ceiving your last most agreeable Ict- 
ter of the Ist of October, 1811, with 
four dozen copies of the Holy New- 
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estament in Ancient and Modern 
Greek. What has surprised me 
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still more, is that which I read in the 
English Report of the Bible Society 
established in London, which you 
have forwarded to me, together 
with the other papers respecting the 
English institutions. Some of them 
I have read many times ; and [ have 
translated these last into Greek, in 
order to enable some of my friends to 
read them. The Testament we have 
found to be most exact. The origi- 
nal is correct ; and the version inte 
our modern language is very accu- 
rate, very accurately printed, and in 
a very neat form. 

“ It was always a most desirable 
thing to have in abundance at least 
a part of the Sacred Scriptures in 
the vulgar idiom, since the learned 
(viz. Ancient Greek) is every where 
so neglected, as to be understood on- 
ly by a verv few. Now we are anx- 
ious to know the origin of this fact, 
because it is in itself so interesting, 
that we wish to have further infor- 
mation about it ; that is to say, how 
it came into the minds of those great 
gentiemen in England to print in the 
vulgar idiom the Testament of our 
Lord. For my own part, to tell you 
how I feel, after reading what you 
have written, as having been com- 
municated to you by your friend Dr. 
Naudi: after examining so generous 
a plan for the dispersion of the Eter- 
nal Will of God, and _ repeatedly 
reading these excellent Testaments, 
I find myself impelled to believe, 
that the Lord, for the sake of his 
only and beloved Son, is determined 
to reform these our parts, and to 
communicate the brightness of his 
light, through your Testaments, into 
the Levant ; where, as you know, 
there is nothing to be found but 
darkness, and wretchedness, and 
perdition. The reading of the New- 
‘Lestament comes opportunely and 
efficaciously, to repair such serious 
evils. 

“Iremember a friend of mine, whe 
was for some time in England, upon 
his return to Rome assuring us, that 
things, in respect to religion, were 
in a much better state there, than in 
our superb Italy. This I now see 
confimed by fact: for if in England 
Societies are formed to assist Chris- 
tians abroad, by furnishing them with 
Bibles, and sending out missionaries 
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to them, as you write, they them- 
selves must be in a very advantage- 
ous condition. It is certain, my dear 
friend, that, so far as we are Con- 
cerned, these English gentlemen 
cannot do a greater act of piety, nor 
« more considerable charity than 
this; viz. to procure for us these 
micst necessary and most holy books. 
1 pray you, on my own account, and 
on the part of my friends here, not 
to omit to obtain as great a quantity 
of these books, so well rendered in- 
to medern Greek, as you can, and 
on any terms. Do net fear about 
the money, for we will reimburse 
you as you my think proper ; while, 
in the mean time, we all thank you, 
again and again, for those tour doz- 
en “Testaments which you have so 
generously furnished us with gra- 
tis.” 
— Soto 


lt the annual Meeting of the For- 
eign Mission Society for the 
County of Litchfield, holden at 
Lite Afi la Oi the 9 Hf) day of feé- 
ruary, MD, 1814. 


His ExceV’cy Jounw CoT ron Smit Hy, 
was chosen Presicent. 

Rev. Lyman BercukEr, 2? Vice 
Rev. JONATHAN MILLER, § Pre’ts. 
James Morris, I'sq. Secretary. 
Urre. Houmes, Msg. Treasurer. 
AARON Smita, Ksq Auditor. 

The Rev. Joseph Harvey was ap- 
ointed preacher for the next annual 
Meeting, and the Nev. Lyman 
Beecher his substitute 

The Rev. Jonathan Miller preach- 
ed a Sermon on the occasion, from 
#auixe iv.i8, 19. * ‘Phe Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath 


De areyt is 
Ss shevdve 
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Foregn Mission Society... Insiallation.... Donations. [ Aprit, 


anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor,” &c. 

Voied, ‘Vhat the Secretary cause 
the Constitution with a Subscription 
Paper to be printed, and the expense 
thereof be paid out of the Treasury ; 
and that the Agents of the several 
towns be furnished with such sub- 
scriptions annually ; stating such in- 
formation on the subject of Missions, 
as may be relied on, for the instruc- 
tion and benefit of the Society. 

‘There was paid into the Treasu- 
ry, at the foregoing annual Meeting, 
by subscriptions and donations, from 
the several towns, the sum of seven 
hundred and seventy-five dollars, 
to be paid over to the “ American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions.” 

Test, James Morris, Sec. 


D+ 
INSTALLATION. 

On the 2d ult. Rev. Erruu Ma- 
SON was installed Pastor over the 
the church and society in Barkham- 
sted: Rev. Mr. Jerome, of N. Hart- 
ford, made the introductory prayer; 
Rev. Dr. Perkins, of VVest Hartford, 
preached the sermon from these 
words, ** Puke heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine ; coztinue in 
them: for in doing this, thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear 
thee” Rev. Mr.Gaylord, of West- 
Hartland, made the consecrating 
prayer Rev. Mr. Mills, of ‘Torring- 
ton, gave the charge; Rev. Mr. 
Beach, of Winchester, gave the 
right-hand of fellowship ; Rev. Mr. 

‘hurch, of East-Hartland, made an 
address to the people, and Rev, Mr. 
Lee, of Colebrook, made the con- 
cluding prayer. 


March 9. Froma Friend of Missions, in Farmington, . . § 1 00 
14, From Rev. Nathan LB. Derrow, collected in new set- 

ees, .  F 4 6  e eee e e T ts oe OR 

From Rev. John Seward,a Donation, . . . - . 300 
Fiom Rev. Liarvey Coe, collected in new settle- 
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From Rev, Ebenezer Kingsbury, do. do. 2 69 

rom Rev. William Hanterd, do. do. 6 00 

18. From a Friend of Missions,a Donation,. . . . . 50 00 
25. rom Rev. William F. Miller, coliected in new set- 

ee dk os tree ae he ee le cee ea 
st. From a Pricnd of Missions, by hands of P. B. Giea- 

son Ce. « « ha. * we ee ON 
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